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0 ame PR” offr in (ahi e and 
in that Charity that Man owes fo Man, 
TT what is written by private Perſons, to the * 
; Confideration of the Publick, hath been ever held in 

Etfteem, and is 4 Right. and Liberiy, that never 
? f WAS openly denied, or cover! ty ftifled i 71 any Country, 1 
But where Men were got to a great Diſtance from 
tze Truth of our Holy Religion, and unwilling . 
return thereto, or elſe were aiming and deſigning to 
go ſuch Lengths ; yet to  propeſe and offer any 
brug that 175 SA the Nature 5 this 455 * . 


| with, an Tas to inform, as ee, as be 3 4 
bu be a Piece of foolifh Impertinence, that an 
Wer of Mod: 9 20 can Aever in the oh 2 5 5 


: , os 
8 I r | 


* iv ) 
Mo Mot e thoſe of any Efteem and Reputation, 


own both to be their Dejign in Publiſhing what they 
Write, and generally give ſome Account too of what 
induced them thereto, and how they. proceeded. 
therein; and their Account is often ſuch as this, That 
their Uundertakings at firſt, WAas only to inform 
themſelves, and ſatisfy a few Friends in ſome Points, 
about which aiſcourfingithey found Difficulties ; or 
elſe, that it Twas to amuſe and paſs away their leiſure 
Hours, and the like ; and thus from ſmall Incidents, 
; fome great and eminent Works have bad their Be- 
 ginning. But thus this Eſjay, however inconfiderable © 
u uiſelf, could not take its Beginning; for had any 
Perſon been the beſt qualified for fuch an Attempt, 
by the Innocency of his Life, and the Purity of his 
Heart, and by being the moſt accompliſhed Mafter 88 
i bf Languages, the moſt verſed 1 Ht fiory, and all 


ber Branches of Learning, I apprehend he never 5 
doeould have begun ſuch a Work, upon any of 1 


; aforementioned. Motrves : but, however this may be, 


 qobetber Juch Metives might, or might not juſti if | 


another i in fuch an Undertaking, they could not the _ : 
Author of this Eſſay : For had he, thus induced, 1 M 


entered on ſuch an Attempt, under the moſt. advan- 


Luageous Circumſtance of Life, he muſt, (when be had 1 
an honeſt, a noble, a faithful and long-approved 


Friend and Patron, ) conſcious of the Greatneſs and 
- Defy of the Wark, and of his own Tnabilities, 
have gh ed 5 5 any e Progreſs 


lberein: 


( r) | 


therein; and as for any leiſure Time he had to ſpare, 
from the Duty of that Station which he lands in 


here in the Country, in regard fo a ſmall Number 


of Pariſhuoners, that Time vas allotted by him 70 
be ſpent in a Manner agreeable and ſuitable to a 
Country Life. Many Circumſtances and Confidera- 
tions direc? ed him to this Choice; and this Choice, © 
from any ſuch Undertaking as this, we may chuſe 


and propeſe to ourſelves ; but carve for ourſelves we 


cannot; awe are often led off, and detained from, if 
© not averted from what we propoſe and intend. Lately 
the Author of this Efſay was led, poor as his. Abili= 
ties were to any ſuch Purpoſe, to make the Reve- 
lation the Subject of his 7. houghts ; and now, upon 5 
ſome Incidents coming to paſs, moſt glaringly oppo- 
fee to Chriſitanity, 1 to venture it Abroad; once pro- 
Poſed only as a Sermon or two, on Verſe the Seventh 
and Part of the Eighth, of the twentieth Chapter of 


5 te Revelation. Ir hath been noted. as a Piece of 


* Wiſdom i in Calvin, that he wrote not on the Revela- : 
tion: whether it proves Wiſe or Unwiſe in the Au- 


fo of this Eſſay, ſo to have done, and whether be 
hath truly pointed out any of the Prophecies therein 
contained, muſt be left to Time and the Judgment : 
of others to determine. This he hath done, he hath 


dune his beſt herein, and at leaft he hath pointed out :--- © 
* the Search thereafter, to be in all Humility, Pa- _ 
tience and Charity, the Way leading to Peace Ever- 


lafirng ; ; and 50 who thus 1525 for Truth, Peace or 
Happineſs 


(vi) 


HFappineſs, we ore aſſured, Chriſtian Reader, by the 
Voice of Truth ſel If, will not in the End miſs of 

| fully ſeeing it, in that Place of the glorious and 

immediate Preſence of God, where that Joy Yee and 8 
Ble Med 8 1ght ts N for them.” 


REVELATIONS | 


| ture. 


. 3 ih ee 2 ears are : phat, 
Satan ſhall be loufed out of his Priſon, 
and ſhall go out 10 deceive the Ma- 
tions which are in the four Aarters 
of the Earth, Gog and Magog to 
gather chem together to 20 battle. | 1 


3 EDUCED either by our Pride and Pe = 


| ſumption, or blinded by falſe Self-love 8 
in Views from this World, we are apt | 
tdi rim into two Extremes, or Errors, 
in chitin to ſuch Appointments and Procced- : 
ings of God Almighty 8 Freren as are fu- 8 


The one, „chen we orcfums to enquire about 
the Times and Seaſons of future Events, the 
85 Knowledge of which Times and Seaſons God 
thro' his divine Wiſdom hath reſerved ſecret 
5 from our Knowledge, ſuch Knowledge being 
no ways fitted to our State and Station. And 


when we proudly and rebelliouſly aſpire after 


= that which is thus beyond our Bounds, inſtead 3 


of having ſound and temperate Knowledge of 
| Good, we become bewildered and loſt in the - 


B „„ Mazes 


3 


T2) 


Mazes that our r Pride and Preſumption have led 


us into. 5 : 
The other 18 this that tho' thre are the 


moſt evident, Tokens of ſome ſignal Judgment of | 
God drawing near, as clearly diſcernible by our 


Knowledge; as when the Branches are tender, 


and the Trees put forth their Leaves we know by 
_ theſe Signs, that it is Spring, and that Summer 
is nigh : Yet, under ſuch evident Signs of the 
Times, Mon perverſely affect Blindneſs, ſaying, 
contrary to the Record of all Hiſtory, as well 
as to the Holy Scriptures, „That all Things 
„Continue as they were from the Beginning 
_ « of the Creation.” Bad Men, at the worſt of 
- Times, have taken on them this affected Igno- = 
france, ſooner than incur the Enmity of the 
World, and feel the Diſpleaſure of Men, e 
by raiſing Diſguſt in © the Covetous, in the 
+" Proud, in the Incontinent, and violent 
5 Lovers of Pleaſure,” and Men of the like 
corrupt Tempers and Diſpoſitions; ; Who have 
brought down all the ſevere Judgments of 
God's Providence, that are paſt, and which Sort 
of Men (When the Meaſure of Mankind's Ini- 
quity 18 full) ſhall bring down the laſt, _ "Mm 
O.ur bleſſed Lord and Saviour reproved the 
frſt of theſe Errors, when he told his Diſciples, 


enquiring of him, whether he would reſtore 


the. Kingdom to Jjael, by telling them, that it 
was not for them to know the Times and Sea- _ 
_ fons, 5 


(3) 


n the F ather had put in his own 


Power. 


The other our Lord rebuked-; in "the Phari- 
ſees and Sadduces, whoſe Stubborneſs and per- 
verſe Blindneſs of Mind and Temper, had ren- 


pa dered them not ſatisfied, or convinced of his 
coming from God, by thoſe fre equent Miracles 


that our Saviour publickly wrought, and who 
ä further deſired of him, that "Ha would ſhew 


them a Sign from Heaven,” by telling them 


that they could diſcern foul and fair Weather, | 


from the uſual Symptoms and Appearances =— 


the Sky betokening ſuch Weather ; but they 


weere ſuch Hypocrites that they ad not,” 0 x 0 


would not, diſcern the Signs of thoſe Times. . 
As II propoſe to treat of, in this Eflay, ſe- 


veral of the States of Chriſt's Church, as fore- 


told in the New Teſtament, more eſpecially 
that after a remarkable Period of Time in 


Chriſt's Kingdom, after a Millennium (that . 


is a particular or determinate Space of a thou- 
ſand Years) when there was the greateſt Abate- 


1 ment and Reſtraint of that rebellious and 


fallen Angel Satan, our great and bitter Ad- 


— ; verſary. and when Thrones and Judgment 


1 were given unto the Nations, that is, to thoſe 
. who had been converted from Heatheniſm _ 
= to Chriſtianity (ſo the Word tranſlated Na- 


tions ſignifies, as well as Heathens) and the... 


- bleſſed Martyrs of Jeſus. Chriſt were raiſed 
. to 


* (4) 


to live and reign with him. So I muſt, in or- 
def thereto, ſay ſomewhat of Chriſt's King- 
dom, and of that particular Space of it, that 
Reign of a thouſand Years, and ſome other 
Truths, that have a Connection herewith. 
And though theſe Subjects propoſed are no 
where in Holy Scripture ſo expreſsly and de- 
tterminately revealed and taught us, as in the 
Reevelation of Jeſus Chriſt, © which God gave 
e unto him to ſhew unto his Servants, Things 
T3 © which muſt ſhortly come to paſs,” (that is, 
at the giv ing of that Revelation, ſoon have their 
| Begining, and be continued on till the final 9 
Cloſe or End of this World.) * and which 
che ſent and fignified by his Angel unto his 
Servant John: Vet J, however low and un- 
8 worthy Miniſter of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
hope that ſuch Grace of God will be granted 
me as will enable me ſo to treat hereon, that 
what Errors there are of mine in this Eſſay 
N Endeavour towards an Explanation of theſe 
5 high and arduous Prophecies deeply wrapt 
1 myſtick Language! ſhall not be of fo very 
groſs and vile a Nature as to contradi& any of 
the Principles of our Holy Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, © 
nor any of the clear Truths of Hiſtory, Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil; nor be the Revival of any 


preſumptuous a and unwarrantable Opinions diſ- 


; carded by the Primitive, the mot pure and 
Holy Church of Chrift, „ 


EE) 
— And to proceed, as propoſ ed, I ſhall firſt men- 


tion how that Chriſt's Kingdom is of that Na- 
ture, in all reſpects, as becomes the only Son of 
God, partaking as ſuch in the Divineſt Acts of 
the Almighty Power, and other the Divine 
Vertues and Excellencies that are attributed t to 5 . 
God the Father. | 
After our moſt Bleſſed Lord and $ "FR had = 
: brought about the Redemption of Man from 
his Fallen State in the Manner he did, whereby 1 
the whole Creation of intelligent Beings ſtood 
in the moſt ſtrict and awful Manner admoniſuj- 
ed of their Duty, and convinced of the Juſ- N 
tice, Mercy and Love of God; ſoon after his 


Reſurrection he declared that“ all Power Was 


„ 5 ven t0 him! in Heaven and! in Earth: 15 And 
* + St. Paul ſpeaking of the G! lory which be 
had with God the Father as a Son, and of L 
his great Condeſcenſion in the Redemption 1 
of Mankind, ſays, that therefore © God hath 
600 highly exalted him and given him a Name 
5 ce which is above every Name, that at the 
Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, of 


£ 


Things! in Heaven, and Things in Earth 
and Things under the Earth, and that every 


5 Tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt e 
. Lord to the Glory of God the Father.“ And 
1 he thus deſcribes the univerſal Power of es 
4 Kingdom or Dominion God hath fet him * i 


Tr eee 


* . Ihe 
_ —— Ir. RR; 1 = 9 


1 


cc his own n right II and in ener places, far 


above all Principality, and Power, and Might 


and Dominion, and every Name that is 


© named, not only in this World, but in that 


which is to come, and hath put all Things 
under his Feet, and gave him to be Head 
cover all Things to the Church.” Theſe Ho- 
ly Scriptures of the New Teſtament, which thus 
ſet forth the Extenſiveneſs of Chriſt's King- 
dom or Dominion, ſet forth the poſitive Inſti- 
tutes, the pure and righteous Laws of. the 
Grace and Truth of the Goſpel of his King- 
dom, and likewiſe Rules for Order and Union, 


the Obſervance of which renders Men happy 


Subjects of his Kingdom, and every Thing 
elſe which is neceſſary to conſtitute and uphold 5 
Pl Kingdom. And tho' Chriſt s Kingdom is not 


of this World, yet it is in this World, being 


every where extended, and over all Principali- 
ties, Powers, and Dominions, whether in or out 

of his Church : Chriſt's Church is a Part of and 
in his Kin gdom; and to make no Diſtinction be- 

: tween Chriſt's Church and Chriſt's Kingdom &B 
is a Way to deceive and lead into groſs Er- 
rors; yet ſuch falſe and deceitful Doctrine hath 
of late Years been very highly countenanced 
and moſt greedily received. Very remarkably 
ſo was a Sermon preached i in the Year 1717, 

| Which bears this Title, The Nature of the 
Kingdom or Church oe Chrift : The very Title of 


which 
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which Sermon, upon the leaſt Recollection, can- 
not but be perceived to be a groſs and flat Con- 
tradiction to the Doctrine of the New Teſta- 


ment; for it is moſt expreſs therein, that our 


Bleſſed Lord and Saviour's Kingdom is uni- 
verſal every where here on Ear th as well as 
elſewhere; neither will it end otherwiſe than 
in Part, as all that Part of it which he exerteth 
in Oppoſition to wicked Men, and revolted An- 
gels, all that hath Reference to ſuch Enmities 
and Oppoſitions, when ſuch Enemies ſhall be 


entirely put down by being brought on to their 


laſt State, then cometh the End when he 
ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, 
«even the Father; when he ſhall have put 
down all Rule, Authority and Power, for he 
„ muſt reign till he hath put all Things un- 
« der his Feet.” But this is not to be deemed 
at ſuch Time any the leaſt Diminution of his 
Rule, Authority, and Power, or whatever Ex- 
cellency he had with God the Father as his 
only Son before the World was. This is no 
more Diminution thereof than his laying alide 
his Prieſtly Office of offering up our Prayers 
and Praiſes, and interceding for us at the _ 
Throne of God ; when the End for which he 5 
was ordained. our High Prieſt ſhall be come: --- 
| pleated zwhen this World, the appointed Place 
of Trial, ſhall have been continued on 10 long, : 
that there i is no mor re to be added to the Num- ; 


ber i 


; 2 


* 
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ber of his faithful ones, but the whole Num- 
ber of God's Elect, out of thoſe many called, 
' ſtands compleated and united unto God the Fa- 


ther thro' Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Saviour; 


then ſhall ceaſe every Part and Branch of his 
= _ Mediatorſhip ; ; for a Mediator is not a Media- 

tor of one, but between thoſe that are at vari- 
ance; which ends when they are re united: but 
ſuch End can never in the leaſt be any Di- 

minution of the Power, Glory and Honour 
Which a Mediator had before he took that Of- 202 


fice on him. 


WMWi'ie may ſee from this ED and 3 in what re- 


ſpects Chriſt's Kingdom muſt have its end; ſo 
wie may ſee now (if we duly and attentively 
look to the Holy Scriptures, the Bleſſed Word 
of God) ſeveral Events in the Kingdom. of : 
L een come to paſs as they are foretold. 


God“ having at ſundry Times, and in 


divers Manners, ſpake in Time paſt unto 
c the Fathers by the Prophets, at laſt ſpoke 
_« unto Men by his Son whom he had ap- 
pointed Heir of all Things, by whom alſo _ 
a he made the World, who is the Brightneſs of -- 
his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
3 © ſon; who upholdeth all Things by the Word 


« of his Power.” This laſt Speaking, this Pro- 


| phetick Office of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be fully 
complent and- d worthy of the Son of God, and D 


is 
| 4 PA ENS — 


(9) 


1 adapted not to particular but to all Ages, and 
to all Circumſtances of the World, cloliig and 
ending all Prophecy. 

The infinite Wiſdom of God, to whoſe . 
diſcerning Sight the Succeſſion of all Ages 
lieth open, and under whoſe Direction are both _ 

the Light that diſcovers, and the Eye that ſees 


* certainly knoweth beſt how much and how 


far his Will ſhould ſtand diſcovered, or re- 


| vealed to Man thro' every Age of the World; 


and the Ways of God are at all Times to be. 
vindicated over all his Works ; not only when 
| he diſcovers in the moſt clear and ſtrongeſt 


He Manner, the bleſſed and comfortable Truths 

of his moſt Gracious Will in Man's Redempti- 

on, by the Influence of his Heavenly Light on 
the Hearts of Men, open and pliant to receive 


A. the Dictates of his Holy Spirit; but when he 


gives t them Eyes that they ſee it not, and Ears : 


I that they hear it not. 


5 Furthermore, the Time that i is now paſt 
fince our Lord's coming here on Earth, 1 and 
what hath come to paſs in his Kingdom in theſe 


E laſt Days, the Days under the Diſpenſation of i 
the Goſpel now ſo far gone and ſpent, doth af- 


ford to us a far greater. Advantage for the diſ- 
cerning ſome Truths in relation to Chriſt's 


Kingdom than what our Forefathers had ;nay; © 
we even ſee that they who were moſt highly 


E obs anc in 1 ſeeing Myſteries,” and future 
me c N Events 


Events! in the Kingdom of God, and were moſt 


bleſſedly inſtrumental in Preaching thereof, 


had not a full, compleat, and determinate Sight ; 
hereof ; but only a Proſpect full of Aſſurance 
and Certainty on God's Part, and of . and 


Expectancy on Man's Part. 
Now enough, I hope, hath been Gai to oh 


tain and engage your ſerious Attention and 


Reflection to conſider, whether the Light in 
which I offer the Prophecies of the New Teſta- 


ment here treated on is a true and moore Light, 


or ho far it is ſuch. 
Our Lord a little before his Crucifizion fore- 
told to his Diſciples ſeveral Events, which 
ſhould come to paſs in his Kingdom within a 
ſmall Space of Time, telling them that even 
that Generation of which they made a Part, 
ſhould not paſs away till all thoſe Things 
ſhould be fulfilled ; the Events which he fore- 
told ſhould enſue were theſe, Wars, Rumour 
of Wars, Nation riſing up againſt Nation, Fa- | 
mines, Peſtilences, and Earthquakes ; caution- 
ing his Diſciples, that from what ſhould then 
enſue theſe ſhould be but the Beginning = 
| Sorrows, for they were then to meet with u- 
on account of being his Diſciples every where 
all the Affliction, = Perſecution that the Ha- 
tred, Malice, and Power of Man could invent 
and execute ; and ſuch ſad and miſerable 
Timces mould produce my falſe Prophets 
nd 
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and Impoſtors, who from the Miſery of the 


Times would take great Advantages and de- y 


cCeive many, yet all Oppolition ſhould turn to 
a Teſtimony of the Truth of the Goſpel, there 

being given by our Lord to his Holy Apoſtles 

a Wiſdom that all Adverſaries were not able 


do gainſay and reſiſt: thus our Lord foretold 
that the Goſpel ſhould be preached i in all the 


World for a Witneſs unto all Nations; and 


7 that then ſhould come the End of the Jewiſh _ 
Nation, and their Temple and City be deſtroy- 5 
ed by the Romans; that the Jews * ſhould fall 


| by the Edge of the Sword, and ſhould be led 
away Captive into all Nations, and Feruſalem : 
ſhould be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. That 


| immediately after this, the Powers of Heaven - 


: ſhould be ſhaken, and that this Power and 


i - ; Glory of his ſhould not be. imperceptible but 


ſeen by Men, they ſhould have certain fore- | 


bo dings of it, their Hearts ſhould fail them for 
tear, and for looking after thoſe Things 
5 which were coming on the Earth, that hne 


would then gather together his Elect from the 


uttermoſt Part of the Earth, to the uttermoſt 


; P. art of Heaven. Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 


tho' in the continuance of this his Diſcourſe Y 


with his Diſciples, at laſt he mentions the F * 


nal and Laſt Day of Judgment, yet foretels no 
. „„ 7 OE Og other : 
* Luke ; xxi. 24. — 


X 12) 

er Events in his Kingdom then, than what 
vere to come to paſs in a ſhort Space of Time, 
the lateſt reaching no farther than a little 
Time after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem; ſo 
that for the Prophecies of Events intervening 
between that Space and the final End of the 
World we muſt look for them in ſome other 
Part of the New Teſtament than the Goſpels, 


| chiefly in the Book cf Revelation, which was : 


_ written ſome. few Years after the Deſtruction 
of the City of Ferufalem, and is a Continuance 
of the Prephecies of Jeſus Chriſt from the laſt 

that he foretold to bis Diſciples while here on 

Earth to the final End of the World, when he 
ſhall have come in his Glory with all his Ho- 
* Angels to judge the Quick and Dead, all ; 
Things being fulfilled. - 
What of the Proceedings of Almighty God's E 
-Providence- over the Works of his Hands is 
revealed i in the Book of Revelation, is revealed 
in ſuch a Manner; ſuch too are the Points 
there treated of, that no Man, who has the 
leaſt Senſe of the State of Man, will attempt to 
trace and ſcrutinize all the Proceedings of Al- 
| mighty God, paſt, preſent, and to come, there 

1 revealed to St. Jobn, to whom Heaven was 
opened, and Who in Spirit ſaw God ſeated 
on his Throne in Heaven, encircled by thoſe | 

high and bleſſed Creatures, who are admitted 


5 chere into > his ee! for ever joyful and 


, 


0 3) 

: happy Prefincs, If we would be Bleſſed in 
reading and hearing the Words of this Prophecy, 
and obſerve the Things that are written there- 


in (as required) to our Happineſs, it is cer- 


tain we muſt approach very awfully thereto in 4 
all due Humility ; not curiouſly nor preſump- , 
tuouſly, but diligently ſearching from theſe 


© Holy. Scriptures, for ſuch Knowledge only as 


concerns our Welfare and Happineſs ; and not 
ſuch Knowledge as would lead us off to, and 


detain us on, very remote and diſtant Views, 


whether paſt, or future. What Good could ES 


| Knowledge only do us? Is it likely to make 


us better, and ſo happier Men? Or is the Pur- 


ſuit of ſuch Knowledge more likely to over- 


__ charge and bear us down? If we confidered _ 
within what a ſmall Space of Time our moſt 


| bleſſed Lord limited the Knowledge of his 


: Prophecies to his Apoſtles, it would dire& WE 
to look to that Knowledge which concerns us, 


and is required of us, and, in all Humility, to 


: reſt content therein. We may obſerve, that 


whenever the Enquiries of the holy Apoſtles of 


bur Lord tended towards forward and pre- 


8 ſumptuous Enquiries, 1 in ſuch Caſes, his An- 
ſwers were mild and gentle Rebukes; and (St. 


Fohn xiv. and 29) after he had told them what 
' ſhould come to paſs, he ſays, « And now I 


60 have told you, before it come to paſs, that 


Zo when 1 it is come to paſs, ye might believe.” 


"The 
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The incomparable Sir Iſaac Newton *, whoſe - 


Birth did an Honour to this Country, to whom 


God gave a deep Inſight into his appointed 

Laws over the material World, writing on the 

Book of Revelation, makes this O! bſervation 3 * 

«© The Folly of Inter preters has been to fore- 

« tell Times and T hings by this Prophecy, 1 

« 25 if God deſigned to make them Prophets 
. By this Raſhneſs they have not only expoſed _ 


= 


themſelves, but brought the Prophecy into 
Contempt. The Deſign of God was much 
otherwiſe; he gave this and the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament, not to gratify Mens 


1 


A 


* ; 


C 


5 * f 


e Curioſities, by enablin: g them to fore-know | 
Things, but that after they were fulfilled, 
they might be interpreted by the Event, 
and his own Providence, not the Interpre- . 
e ters, be then manifeſted thereby to the World. 
For the Event of Things predicted many 
. Ages before, will be a convincing Ang - 
* ment, that the World is governed by his 
, Providence.” And, from ſome Obſervati- 5 
ons that he ads, he fays, „That he ſeems 
„ to gather, that God is about opening the 


46 Myſteries of the Revelation”. . And it is the 


= Apprehenſion that the Time is now come, that. 
makes Knowledge of this holy Scripture moſt 


acer to concern us, that makes me 
ven- 


* In his Obſervations upon the © Aufl. ot St Fon, 
Pa e I 51. 


4h) 


venture thus to propoſe the Obſervations con- 
tained in this Eſſay. In Proportion as we ob- 


tain any Inſight into the Book of Revelation, 


the more the groſs Blindneſs, the perverſe : 


Hardneſs of Heart, the helliſn Pride and Pre- 


* ſumption thet the Wretchedneſs and Miſery of 
Man's Fall hath brought him into, doth diſ- 
cover itſelf; and the more clearly we do diſ- 
cern the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in hav- 
ing given Men but a ſhort View of ſome of 
the lawful Proceedings of his over-ruling Pro- 
Vvoidence, in ſuch a Manner as is ſuitable to 
* the Sight and preſent State of Man, according 
to what is here laid down, when there was 


a State of the Church of Chriſt, that took 


2 up a thouſand Vears; during that Time all 


Sight of what was to come of Chriſtianity, 1 
muſt have lain concealed from the Eyes "” 
Man, and muſt ſo remain, till what was to 
come to paſs ſhould ſhortly come to paſs, 
and of its laſt Event, mortal Men can only 
have ſome well- grounded F orebodings. . 
notwithſtanding the merciful Care and Good = 
neſs of God, ſhewn in the Book of Reve- 
gs. lation, and in the Manner our Lord * deli- 
vered his Prophecies, 195 prevent the Sin 
and Folly of wretched Man's Preſumption, 
Men have lately looked on the Book of Neve- 
lation, as > if there had been therein an Invi- 


tation © 


„Matt. xxiv. 32 to 31 of xxv. 
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| | ( 16 þ 
. | 1 tation to pry into 5 Proceedings of God Al- 
1 | F mighty s Providence. No Wonder, therefore, 
| if Men, thus proudly and preſumptuouſly 
| launching out of their Depth, in endeavour- 
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© "Time, the great and awful Diſtance, that the 


ning to take diſtant and large Views of God's 
Providence from the Book of Revelation, ſhould 
| loſe themſelves, and miſlead others in their 
very wild and extravagant Conceits of Science, 
falſly ſo called. No one could thus have 
done, were not the very Title of the Book of 5 
| Revelation overlooked: For, it is expreſsly de- 
clared to be The Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which God gave unto him, to ſhew unto his : 
| Servants Things, which muſt Shortly come to 
paſs, All holy Scripture is written for learning 
Men their dutiful Submiſſion to the good and 
gracious Will of God; ſo in the Book of Re- 
Vvioelation, Men are called upon to hear and re- 
ceive, with the greateſt Awe and Veneration, 
| the righteous Decrees of God. Thus, repeat- 
edly, after the States of of the ſeven Churches 
of Aa were foretold, we are required to hear 
what the Spirit ſaid unto thoſe Churches ; and 
it is thus too we are to hear and regard all 
* other States and Events foretold : And we find 


2 5 yp „ „ eee Kea 
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„ accordingly, that after another Viſion was 


given, to ſhew Things that were to follow 
and ſucceed the States and Events in the ſe- 
ven Churches, there was revealed, at the ſame 


moſt 


"0," _ ve FL. ERS 
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0 exalted * Angels and Spirits keep; wth. 

what profound Adoration they worſhip before 
| the Throne of the Great Creator; what Ac- 

knowledgment they make of his Will, his Plea- 


ſure, and his Power, and to whom he only 


granted to reveal or diſcover thoſe future Events. 
And thusI ſhall try to explain the Prophecies of 
the New Teſtament, relating to the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, and the Diſperſion of the Jews, _ 
1 the Fall of Rome and the Roman Empire, . 
and to the Millennium; holding all theſe great 
Events, long ago foretold, by the moſt full ang 
perfect Prophecies of the New Teſtament now 
to have been fulfilled. Neither do I apprehend, _ 
| that this Tenet doth any how, in the leaſt, claſh 
__ with the Law, or the Prophets, or the Goſpels, 
3 - put agreeable to the whole Tenour thereof, 
and to the great and fundamental Truths of | 
all Holy Scripture, that Touchitone of divine 95 
Truth, by which the Truth, or Falſeneſs of 
every Doctrine is to be tryed ; and that it tend. 
eth to manifeſt to Men the Providence of God, 
and to vindicate the Truth and W iſdom of his N 
revealed Will, the Immenſity, the Conſtancy, 5 
and Immutability of his gracious Goodneſs in 
- F.  ÞisPatience or Long Suffering with the Ways 
of Men. And in Perſuance of this, I firſt obſerve,, 
Re that as the Jews had accuſed our Lord to the 


* 72% 2 bw . 
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(8 ) 
| Romans who crucified him, ſo a great * Part 
of the Book of Revelation is taken up in deſ- 
cribing and foretelling the utter Overthrow 
and End of theſe two States or Kingdoms : Ie 
tho' the Book of Revelation was written ſome 
time after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, yet 
there being about the Space of half a Century 
from the Deſtruction thereof to the utter Over- 
throw and entire End of the Jewiſh State, dun- 
ing this Interval of Time there were ſeveral!l 


j Attempts by the hardened Jews to recover and 
I} continue on their State during that Space of 

i Time; when its End was determined by the 

lf © righteous Judgment and Will of God; and to 

aq this Purpoſe they frequently entered into va- 


F * riousimpiousand unwholly Covenants, Leagues : 
aq Aſſo lociations, by ſuch their Joinings en- 
5 deavouring to ſupport their dying and expir- 
ng State under the various Perſons that their | 
hardened Condition gave an Opportunity of bee. | 
, coming their Leaders and Governors; and if | 
any Perſon, leſs hardened than the Generality . 
of them, refuſed, from what he ſaw, and appre- 
| Hended to receive their Mark of joining with 
them, they did what they could to cut him off 
from the common Comforts and Conveniencies | 
of ſocial Life. As the explaining : any Part of 
Holy Scripture, as admitting of the utter Over- | 
throw and final Deſtruction of Feruſelem, the 
Ak 


* Grotius, 


(19) 
Capital of the Thaelites, its remaining troddeti 
down till the Times of the Gentiles: and all 
Times be fulfilled for ever till the Reſtitution 
| of all Things, and an entire End of their State in 
the Land of Promiſe, without any Reſtauration 
of them ever again thereto (for want of duly 
1 and * diſtinctly conſidering of the different 
Ages, or Times of the World) may be held 
* explaining of one Part of Holy Scripture 
in Contradiction to ſome other Part thereof; 
when Holy Scripture i is- the Word of God im- 
mutable, and fo there muſt be a Connection 
thro' the Whole, and no Part of it inconſiſtent 1 
1 with what it clearly i is, a gradual Revelation, | 
5 in which the Will of God Almighty, moſt good 
: TT and gracious in Man's Redemption, is diſcover- | 
3 timely, and fitly, i in ſuch Seaſon and Mea- — 
ſure, as is held juſt and right by infinite Wiſ. 
| dom. Therefore I ſhall here alledge what 
aapprehend proves ſuch utter End to the State 
of Jſſrael from the Law, and from the Prophets, | 
|} as. well as from the Prophecies of the New | 
Teſtament. Moſes in the moſt ſolemn Min. 
ner at the Delivery of the Law to the Children | 
of Iſrael, calling Heaven and Earth to witneſs, 
declared thus unto them, that © if they corrupt- 5 
ed themſelves, and made a grayen Image, or -- 
D s S the 


* This antient G on Holy Ceripturs: is a very 


irue and juſt one, 5 87 Aiſtinguas intra tempora concardabis 
cum Seripturis,” 1 Deut. iv. 


(2) 


N ihe Likeneſs of any thing, and did Evil in + 
« the Sight of the Lord, that they ſhould 
© utterly periſh from off the Land, whereunto 
© they went over Jordan to poſſeſs it: but that 
jf when they were in Tribulation, even in the 
-.« Latter Days, if they ſhould 7urn to the Lord 
their God, and be obedient to his Voice, he 
« would not forſake them, nor deſtroy them, 
nor forget the Covenant of their Fathers, 
« which he ſware unto them.” After Moſes 
had thus declared the Terms on which the 
Iſraelites might preſerve themſelves i in the Poſ- 
| ſeſſion of the Land they paſſed over Jordan to 
poſſeſs, according to God's Covenant, he then 
refers them to another Prophet, faying, «the 
:-*, Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Pro- 
* phet from the midſt of thy Bretheren like un- 
to me; unto him ſhall you hearken.” Thus 
ſtands the Law as it came by Moſes ; the Intent 
and Purpoſe of which, is clearly ſet forth in Ho- 
ly Seripture. In the like Manner all the Promiſes 
of God made to the 1ſaelites by the Prophets, 
of reſtoring them to their native Country fold 
their State of Captivity, into which Ten of the 
Tribes were carried firſt by Shalmanezer King 
of Aria, and afterwr ds the remaining Part of 
them, the Tribe of Judab and Benjamin, by-- 
Nebuchadnezzer King of Babylom, were con- 
ditional, What Promiſes there a are in the Old 


Teſtament | 


Tu) 


Teſtament made to the Jews, that are tertigornd L 


and local in their literal Senſe, have either 
been made good to them already, or elſe they 
have refuſed them when offered, or elſe they 


did render themſelves incapable of receiving 
them: God commanded his Prophet Feremiah, 
Chap. xviii. to acquaint the Houſe of Iſrael 
by a very familiar Inſtance of his Right of pro- 
ceeding with them, and that of his Manner of 
: PETS « At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 
© concerning a Nation, and concerning a King- 
* dom to pluck it up, and to pull down 
c and to deſtroy it, if that Nation againſt 
1 whom I have pronounced turn from their 
« Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I 
« thought to do unto them : And at what In- 
e ſtant J ſpeak concerning a Nation, and con- 
c cerning a Kingdom t to build, and to plant it, 
if it do Evil in my Sight, that it obey not 
N my Voice, then J will repent of the Good, 
where with I ſaid I would benefit them.” And 
thus the ſame perverſe refuſing to hear the 
Voice of God, which was the Cauſe of the Jeus | 
being ſent into Captivity, did keep. the ten = 
Tribes Captives, diſperſed and driven from their HD 


Country, till a better Reſtauration for them, and 


- for others, did take Place, till that New and better 2 
Covenant made with the Houſe of Tjrael, and 
with the Houſe of Judah, eſtabliſhed on better 


Promiſes, was come; that theſe ten Tribes of 


i ach, 


8): 
fuel, a State that had ſo long and orievouſly 
_ offended God, did not return into the Land of 
Promiſe, and become one with Judah accord- 
ing to God's Purpoſe of gathering them toge- 
ther and making them one Kingdom again: 
but their continuing to neglect, and refuſe 
thoſe Opportunities, that he graciouſly, accord- 
ing to his Promiſes afforded them, * or other- 
wiſe defeating and intercepting ſuch their Re- 
ſtauration, is not in the leaſt any Impeachment 


of the Truth of God's gracious Promiſes, or 


| ſhews the leaſt Mutability in God in his 
| Gifts and Calling, becauſe he will not ſuffer an 
entire Abuſe of his Patience, or any how claſh- | 
es with any of his divine Perfections. The 
tender Mercies of God are at all Times over 
all his Works, and when extraordinary Mer- 
cies are promiſed or granted unto any People, 
he will at no Time ſafer ſuch his Mercies to 
become fond and partial Indulgences to them; 
but his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs conſtantly 
directs them to one Point of untverſal Love. 


. Thus much God as ace hath Ow ſolemn- nll 


1 © * 
* Thee TS) the like are 3 and Amoß continual 
1 of God with the Children of [ir rael: «© What 
could have been done more to my V ineyard than I 
have done? O [jrael, thou haft deſtroyed thyſelf; I have 
„ ſpread out my Hands all the Day long to a rebellious 


« and gainſaying People; I have fi: etched out Dy Hand, > 
« and n no Man regarded,” Ms 


T 23 ) ho 
ly declared that the * Seed of Iſrael ſhall not 
« ceaſe from being a Nation before him for 
cc eyer; and that if Heaven above can be mea- 
e ſyred, and the Foundations of the Earth 
« ſearched out beneath, he will caſt off all the 
« Seed of 1/rael, for all that they have done.” 
Accordingly we ſee that the Deſcendents of 
| Thrael are kept a Nation or People in a moſt. 
miraculous Manner when diſperſed and ſcatter- 
ed for ſo long a Time; that Length of Time 
| hath made this Doing of the Lord now very 
marvellous. The Holy Apoſtle Be. Paul 1 
ſpeaks thus of the Jews in his Time; Hath 
God caſt away his People? God 1. He 


4 
33 


* 


ſne vs how they are not caſt a1 way, by inſtancing 


in himſelf; and after ſaying every thing that 
could gain upon, and contribute toward the 
Converſion of his Countrymen, ſhewing how W] 

5 earneſtly it was his Heart's Deſire, and Prayer 
to Godthatthey might be ſaved, 5 bearing them 
this Record (that they were not 1: kewarm, 
and indifferent but) * that they had a Zeal of 
1 God, but notaccordingto Knowledge; point- | 
ing out to them their miſtake, and "ht they . 

ſtumbled at from the Words of their moſt. 

eſteemed Prophets, and guarding againſt and 
ſuppreſſing every kind af Offence, that might 
ſpring from any Reproach or Inſult towards 
them 1 in Gentiles conver ted to the F aith: then 

_ tays 


een e u. ® Romans 2h 
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ſays thus to ſuch converted Gentiles, 1 would 
not, Bretheren, that ye ſhould be ignorant of : 
this Myſtery (leaſt you ſhould be wiſe in 
* your own Conceit) that Blindneſs in part is 
ce happened unto Hfael, until the Fulneſs of 
the Gentiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved; as it is written, there ſhall come 


« out of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn 


« away Ungodlineſs from Jacob; for this is 
« my Covenant with them, when J ſhall take 
* away their Sins. As concerning the Goſ- 
* pel, they are Enemies for your Sake: 
But, as touching the Election, they are be- 
. loved for their Father's Sake; for the Gifts 
and Calling of God are without Repent- 
< ance. By as ye in Times paſt have not be- 
: lieved God, yet have now obtained Mercy 
ce thro' their Unbelief, even ſo have theſe alſo 
no not believed, that thro your Mercy, they 
g alſo may obtain Mercy; for God hath con- 
c cluded all in Unbelief, that he might have 
Mercy upon all.” The Reign of Conſtantine 
the Great, the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, and an 
Emperor of no leſs State than that of Rome, and 
the Circuriſtances during that Age, hath been 
looked upon by fome, to be the Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles, alluded to by the Apoſtle : And this 
hath Appearance of Probability on its Side: 
For, upon fo great an Emperor's embracing the 
Chriſtian Faith, of courſe, a Fulneſs of the 
——_ — 5 Gen- 
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Gentiles did come in; and this at a Time 
when the Jews had ſeen Chriſtianity ſtruggling 
with, but prevailing over the greateſt Oppoſi- 
tions and Perſecutions poſſible, while their 


(25) 


State had ſunk down and lain for a conſidera- 


ble Time in entire Ruin. But to determinate | 

and limit thus the Promiſe of the Salvation of 
the Fews from ſuch- like Probabilities, is Pre- 

ſumption and the being wiſe in our own 
Conceits; we are bound to entertain more 


| hopeful Thoughts "of them. Indeed, it muſt 


be owned, that there is a Very confiderable Dif- 
ference between the Caſe of the ancient Jews 


and the Caſe of the modern Fews : The an- 5 


cient Jews had had a Law immediately re- 


vealed and diſpenſed to them from Heaven; 


their ſpecial and particular Kind of Govern- 


ment had been glorified with ſome Tokens 
of the glorious Preſence of God in their Tem- 


ple, the Place where he had choſe to place 


his Name: And though they were ſunk from 
their glorious State at our Saviour's Time, and 
become a Province to Rome, yet the Sceptre 
had not long departed from Judah, and they 
expected, and looked for Redemption at that 
Time in Jeruſalem, according to the Predi c. 
tions of their Prophets; but 8. Erpectancey | 
of Redemption was from this their State, and ot 
their being re- inſtated in their ancient Print: © : 
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vantages; and this generally was the great 
and utmoſt Object of their Wiſhes, Few 
Minds could diſcern beyond this narrow Proſ- 
pect, fo thick a Darkneſs hath the Fall caſt 


on the mental Eye of Man, in itercepting his 


Sight of Good, ſpiritual and heavenly; and no- 
: thing could be more unacceptable and unpo- 
pular to the Jews ; nothing that they were 
more likely to receive with Scorn and Dereſ- 
| tation than our Lord and metry his 5 


Fs not N Jeu Ae of accom- 


pliſhing what they had fixed in their narrow 
and dark Minds, to be the Purpoſe and Intent 


of his coming. The Circumſtances adapted 


and fitted by Nl infinite Wiſdom of Almighty 7: 
God, to introduce and ſet on foot Chriſt's ſpi- 


ritual Kingdom among Men, appeared to the 


Jews, FR prejudiced, moſt unlikely and im- 
proper for the Redemption of Ijracld. And it 
is not in the leaſt ſtrange, that the Doctrine of 


the Goſpel, the preaching Chriſt crucified, 


ſhould be a tumbling Block to them, hard and 


aifiicult to be removed. through this their deep 


rooted Prejudice. If the Power and Wiſdom 
of God, in Man's Redemption, appeared Fool- 

iſhneſs to the G7 ls it could not appear other- 

wiſe than a Rock of Offence to the Jews, thus 


prejudiced, t through their Conce! tedneſs, Pride, 


Perverſeneſs, and Heard! heartedneſs. And, as 
God 
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God gave an Inſtance of his Mercy, of his be- 
ing kind to the Evil, and of his Mercy, being 

the Mercy of God and not of Man; ſhewing 


his Mercy above, if not contrary to the Tem- 


per of Men, beyond human Conceit, to theſe 


People, under the moſt aggravating Circume 
ſtances of their Guilt , by offering by the Apoſtles 
Reconciliation unto all of them, indifferently, 


who would repent ; our Lord giving this par- 


_ ticularly in Charge to his Apoſtles. And as the 
Doings and Dealings of God with Men are 


never without Cauſe, that is, without a bene- 


ficial Deſign towards them ; therefore, were 


there no Prophecies concerning the preſent or 


modern Jes we ought by no Means to 
infer, becauſe Cod hath concluded them a Na- 
tion in the State of Tribulation that they are 
in, that he hath not ſtill Mercy in View for 
them, and that there is not a beneficial Deſign 
for them and for others mixed in his extraor- 
dinary Dealing with them ; tho' there is, 1 it muſt 
be owned, but too much Ground to ſupport 
theſe, and ſuch like ſevere and bitter Accuſations 


and Reprehenſions brought againſt theſe unhap- 


5 People. The great and learned Dr. Bar- 
roto, in his Sermon of The Tinper cin of the _ 
: Jewiſh Religion, ſpeaks thus of them ; * 71 hoy 
e have been long, as we ſee them now to be, 
8 partly for the Vanity of their Conceits, 
66 Ev for the Baſeneſs of their Minds and 


1 —ů Man- 
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( 7: 
„ Manners, and partly alſo for the Wretch- 
« edneſs of their on, the Scorn and 
20 Obloquy of all Nations.” It is ſaid, that 
the * © firſt Chriſtian Country that cxpclied 
the Jeiws was England, and that not ſor their 
ce Religion; that they are ARR) now to 
« live in moſt Chriſtian Countries, but that 
they ſwarm moſt in Turkey ; for the Grand 
5 Vizicr, and other Baſhaws, have commonly 
« ſome Jew for their Counſellor or Spy, who 
« informs them of the State of Chriſtian Princes, 
* poſlefles them of a Hatred of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſo incenſes to a War againſt 
: « tileſt, and molt ſubdolous People upon 
Earth; and the Reaſon why, is their often 
« Captivitics, their deſperate Fortunes (being 
© extremely rich or extremely poor) the Ne- 
e ceſſity and Hatred to which they have been 
© habituated; that, by their Profeſſion, they are 
for the moſt part Brokers, and by that baſe 
and ſervile Way of frippery Trade, grow rich, 
< whereſoever they neſt themſelves.” And 
Doctor Heylin, in his Coſmography, ſpeak- 
ing of what an immenſe Number of them 
there are in Theſaloica and Conſtantinople,” ſays, 
that they are © hated in all Parts of the Turks 
« Dominions, becauſe employed as Publi- 
© cans, in gathering and inhancing the pub- 
lie 


* Hewel in a Leiter to the Lord Clifford. 


them; that they are accounted the ſub- _ 


14% 


« lie Tributes, which they exact with all Se- 


« yerity as may be, and improve unto the molt; 


* and no leſs hated in all Parts of the Chriſtian 
« World, as Enemies to the Croſs of Chrift.” 


But what appears moſt to evidence the Per- 


| verſeneſs and Hardheartedneſs of the modern 


Jews, is the great Length of Time that they 
have been kept in the State they are in: And 


this ſtrange Circumſtance of theirs not having 


prevailed more over them to their Converſion, 
tit being now above One Thouſand Seven 


Hundred Vears ago ſince the Cr ucifixion of our 


Lord, when the popular and hypocritical Judge 
Pontius Pilate, apprehending that his Art and 
Cunning could not prevail to ſave innocent 


Blood, and appeaſe a Tumult made by the 


Jews, ſhed (urged thereto by the artful Infi- 


nuation of the Phariſees and Lawyers, thoſe 
corrupt Guides, whoſe Authority managed 
the Noiſe and Clamour of the blind Multi- 
tude) the moſt innocent Blood of our Saviour, 

do appeaſe their Tumult; and, formally taking 
Water and waſhing his Hands before the 
 Multitude, ſaid, I am innocent of the > Blood 

Hof this juſt Perſon, ſee/you to it; thus, 
Hypocrite like, vainly endeavouring to waſh the 

| Guilt hereof off from himſelf on the wretched 


People, ſeeing them ready to receive it: Ever 
ſince which Time, the Jews have been 2 Na- 


tion in Tripulation ; their Capital was ſoon de- 


ras, 
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ſtroyed, and they diſperſed, according to our 
Lord's Prophecy of them: And, during all 
this Time, whoſoever hath endeavoured to tak e 
them out of theſe Circumſtances, have endea- 
voured fo to do in vain. And this Miracle 
appears the more ſurpriſing, when we con- 
ſider by what powerful and ſubtile Men it hath 

been attempted; for two Inſtances hereof, let 
the Attempt made by Julian the Apoſtate, and 
that made by the Rebel and Uſurper Oliver Crom- 
well ſerve, who formed a Deſign of ſettling the 
Fews in this Nation, and treated with them for 
this Purpoſe; but the Deſign was violently op- 
poſed in thoſe Days, and it proved then, like 
all Attempts to this Purpoſe, vain; and he could 
do nothing in it, notwithſtanding the Cunning 
and Dexterity he had in making a religious 
| Pretence to a deluded and :nfutuntes: People, 
ſerve any Purpoſe he had in View. It i is cer- 
tain, from the Part that the Jews acted in our 
Lord's Crucifixion, and from the Prophecies 
that are againſt them, that no Mildneſs, no 
univerſal Benevolence enjoined us (notwith- 
- ſtanding what any Perſon may ſpeak, or may 
preach in Proſtitution and Perverſion of the | 
moſt perfect, wiſe, and righteous Laws of Chri- | 
ſtianity, thereby, in fact, aiding Apoſtates, cun- | 
ningly and covertly to oppoſe Chriſtianity) | 
nor no other Quality or Property of the Chri- 4 
ſtian Virtue, Charity obliges or permits any 
Chrif- 
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Chriſtian Country ever to receive Jews upon the 


Footing of their natural-born Subjects. Theſe 


People being ſuch a Nation as they are, is ow- 
irig to their own Obſtinacr y, now much aggra- 


vated by Length of Time; and this one Cir- 


cCumſtance peculiar to them, their lateſt Poſte- 


rity continuing a People ſeparate and diſtinés from 


the People that naturalizes them, never gives 
them the leaſt Pretenſion to any Thing more, 
than their being protected and defended by the 


Laws of a Country as foreign Subjects, or Stran= 


gers in a Country. A Steadfaſtneſs in the Chri- 
| ſtian Faith, a Behaviour in Chriſtians that be- 


cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt towards Fews 


(their State and Caſe conſidered) i is the Means 


required to be uſed by us towards bringing them 
into the Fold of Chriſts Church, that they may 
be of the Remnant of the true 1/raelites ; and 
while we ſhew a generous Love of their Perſons, 
and a Pity of their Caſe, we are to ſhew a juſt 
Abhorrence of the Crimes they are addicted to: 
And a Practice and Behaviour towards them, that 
would ſhew the Reverſe of this, is as likely 
Means to prevail towards their Converſion as it is 
| of doing any People good. We may, and ought, 
in humble Confidence to hope, that now, ſo long 
as the World ſhall laſt, no Part, at leaſt no Part 
| of Chriſtendom, once great and glorious, Iſhall 


ever become ſo loſt and abandoned, as to join 


with Jews, be ſuch Partakersand Partners with 


them, 1 5 
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them, as to fall into and continue in their 


iniquitous Ways of Uſury, Brokerage and Cou- 


ſenage, and other ſuch their abominable Prac- 


tices, tending directly to the Ruin ofthoſe Coun- 
tries where they carry on their Uſurious 


Trade of lending their Money, by drawing ar * 


draining the Subſtance of the moſt 


duſtrious and uſeful Part of Nana” + to 


3M pay the Intereſt of thoſe immenſe Sums 
they have ready to lend, and which they are 


cunning and jkilful to take every Opportunity 


and Seaſon to make uſurious Gains of. When 


very great, flagrant, and deſtructive Inſtances 


hereof come to be felt by a People, they are not 


| borne but by means of a corrupt Army *, void 


of all Senſe of true or Chriſtian Honour; en- 


tirely mercenary and ſlaviſh, Part med by 


mercenary Rewards, and Part driven by the 
ſevereſt the moſt abject and flaviſh kinds of 
Puniſhment ; ſuch an Army is a Rod in the 
Hands of our Lord the only and eternal Son of 
God, the bleſſed and only Potentate, the Lord 
of Hoſts in Heaven and on Earth, who is gone 
forth conquering .and to conquer, till the laſt 
Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and who never 
ſuffers ſuch Means of Puniſhment to prevail 
where a People: are corrigible by milder. But 


SE _ what- 
lt hath been obſerved of the Second or Inftrumental 
Cauſes of a People's Ruin, that a corrupt Clergy hath acted 


the firſt Part, corrupt Lawyers the ſecond Part, and 4 
corrupt Army the laſt. 


tow: 
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whatever ſevere Reflections may juſtly be made 
on modern Fews, if we thoroughly conſider the 
Caſe of modern Apoſtates, and how their Apoſ- 
tacy ſtands now aggravated, the Caſe of modern 
Fews ſeems more worthy of Pity than theirs ; 
for thoſe Perſons, who now at this Time, after 
Chriſtianity hath triumphed ſo long and over 
ſo many Oppoſitions, apoſtatiſe from our holy 
Faith in eſis Chrift, cannot pretend that there 
ever was ſo much as any ſuch Stumbling-Stone 
or Rock of Offence in their Way, as was here- 
dtcofore in the Way of f the Jews ; 185 ſure there 
was not any thing in the Religion of our Fore- 
fathers, before their Converſion to Chriſtianity, 
to draw them off from Chriſtianity to their 
ancient Viages, Cuſtoms and Manners. What 
Stumbling-Stone, what Rock of Offence is in 
their Way, mult be of their own perverſe plac- | 
ing there. Enough (I hope) hath been ſaid to 
- procure a Hearing, without Prejudice and Pre- 
_ poſſeſſion, of what is propheſied in the New 
Teſtament concerning the utter and final De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the Diſperſion 8 
the Jeubss; and that we ſhould not be flow of 
Heart to believe all that the Prophets have 
written concerning Chriſt, and how he is en- 
tered into his Glory; ; and ſee how all former 
ö Things under the Old Teſtament concerning 
im have had their End, Things by God's 
| i eſpecial Care and wile Direction fitted ſo as to be 
5 FVV 
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congruous Emblems and Shadows prefigur- 


ing Chriſt, and what appertained to him, Things 


that our Lord hath expounded to, and by his 
| Holy Apoſtles, and by other proper and ſuitable 
Means, and Time and Fact hath flung the 


cleareſt Light thereon, And now it is very pre- 
poſterous and late to turn our Sight from the 


Subſtance to the Shadow, ſearching after a 

| Reſtoration of the deſtroyed and ended State of 

the Jews. Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour be- 
moaned the Unſucceſsfulneſs of the tender 
Care ſo often repeated for the Preſervation of 


the Jeus, but declares at laſt that their Houſe 


was left deſolate unto them: And when his 


Diſciples enquired of him, when the Deſtruc- 


tion of the 'T emple ſhould be, and what ſhould 
be the Sign of his coming, and of the End of 
that World, or Ape, or of the then Diſpenſation 


| of Things ; ; he expreſsly told them (forewarn- 


: ing not to enquire of the Day or Hour) that 
when the Goſpel ſhould have been preached 
fora Witneſs to all N ations, then ſhould come 


the End, when they ſhould ſee the Abomination 


> Deſolation ſpoken of by the Prophet Daniel 
ſtand in the holy Place; and that there then 
ſhould be great Tribulation, ſuch as was not 
+ from the Beginning of the World, no nor ever 


ſhall be. And all the Holy Apoſtles, whenever 


115 they ſpeak of the New Teſtament, or Covenant 


LY of the latter Days, we of that Age or Time, 
ee. never 
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never ſpeak in any ſuch Manner as leaves the 
leaſt room to believe, that the former, or Old 


Teſtament or Covenant, would be any how or 


in part revived and reſtored; but, the direct con- 


trary, ſhew how all that Diſpenſation was come 
to its End, and entirely done with; and un- 
der the New and Everlaſting Covenant: all 


were become new; and the New Feruſalem, that 


3s to be, is not of this Earth, but reſerved for the 


Tfrael of God, who doth account the Children 


of the Promiſe made to Abraham for a Seed. 
And tho' God hath concluded many of the 
Deſcendents from Abraham's Loins in Unbe= 
lief, yet it is that he may have the better Oppor- 
tunity of granting his Mercy unto all; for he 
continually waiteth to be gracious. And thus 
his tranſcendent Mercy and Goodneſs will laſt as 
long as the World ſhall laſt. And it is apparently 


our Duty ſo to behave towards the Jews, that 


the Mercy ſhewed to us may conduce to their 
obtaining thelikeMercy. Having thus confider- 
ed of the State and Caſe of the Jews, I ſhall 
J paſs to other Parts of this Eſſay, here conſider- 
1 ing of the Fall of Rome and the Roman Em- 


pire; in which I need not be ſo circumſtantial, f 


We are informed in the Book of Revelation, 
that upon the righteous Judgment of God a- 


gainſt Rome, © that great City which reigned 


« over the Kings of the Earth, and which was 5 
0 drunk with the Blood of Saints, and the 


„ <* Martyrs 


( 30 : 
ce Martyrs of Jeſus, the Inhabitants of 


Heaven praiſed and glorified the Lord our 
God: And that likewiſe there was a further In- 


vitation to Joy and Gladneſs, and the giving 


Honour unto God, upon Account of the better 
and happier Days that ſhould enſue to the _ 
Church of Chriſt, which had endured ſuch ſe⸗ 


vere Perſecutions under the Roman Emperors, 


or at beſt had been but unſteadily received by 


them. Then there follows a glorious Deſcription 


of the Power, Rule and Government of Jeſus 


Cbriſt the Son of God, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords; and then St. John introduces 
the Revelation of the Millennium, or a Reign 
ofa Thouſand Years, a Government or Reign 
that the Prophet Daniel had ſo expreſsly fore- 
told ſhould ſucceed after the fourth or Reman 
x Empire; during the Continuance whereof, 
for ſo it is revealed by the Prophecy of our Lord, 
the Power of the Chiefeſt, or Prince of the Ad- 
verſary of Men's Salvation and Happineſs, ſhould 
be ſo limited and confin'd, that he ſhould de- 
ceive the Nations, Or People converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, no more till the Thouſand 
Vears ſhould be fulfilled: After that, he muſt be 
Ilooſed for a little Seaſon. Various have been 
the Opinions of Men concerning this Reign of 
a Thouſand Years ; they have generally applied 


certain Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, prophe- 


: ſing of the bleſſed, and d happy, and great Effect 
ent 
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that the Doctrines of the Goſpel of our Lord 
ſhould at ſome Times ſurpriſingly introduce 


among Men converted to Chriſtianity, to the 


Whole of this Thouſand Vears; but there is 


no Authority to be collected from the New 
Teſtament for ſuch an Application of theſe 
Prophecies; but the contrary; for this would 
make Man's State here not a State of Trial; 


Chriſt's Church here on Earth, for the Space of 
a Thouſand Years, not militant but triumphant: 
But the Miſtake in applyingtheſe Prophecies will 
appear, by conſidering the Nature and Courſe 
of this Life and World, as it is moſt expreſsly, 
and clearly, and determinately ſet forth in the 
New Teſtament : At preſent let us look to the 
Words of the Book of Revelation, which fore- 
tell this Reign of a Thouſand Years, and ſee 
whether they imply thus much ; the Words are 
| theſe, I (faith St. ohn) ſaw an Ange! come 


| «ce 


down from Heaven, having the Key of the 

| Bottomleſs Pit and a great Chain in his 
Hand; and he laid hold on the Dragon, that 
Old Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him a Thouſand Vears, and caſt 


* upon him, that he ſhould d deceive the Nations, 1 
(or Gentiles converted to the Faith) no more 


till the Thouſand Years ſhould be fulfilled, : 


— > 


and after that he muſt be looſed a little | 


* 
* 


dgeaſon; and I ſaw Thrones, and they fat 


upon 


him into the Bottomleſs Pit, and ſet a Seal | 


77) 


x ": upon them, and Judgment was given unto 
45 them; and I ſaw the Souls of them that 


« were beheaded for the Witneſs of Feras;- -- | 


e and for the Word of God, and which had _ 
not worſhipped the Beaſt, neither his Image, 


ce neither had received his Mark upon their 
« Foreheads or in their Hands ; and they, ſuch 


e bleſſed Saints and Martyrs, lived and reigned 
„ with Chriſt a Thouſand Years ; but the reſt 
of the Dead lived not again until the Thou- 
« ſand Years were finiſhed. This is the firſt 
Reſurtection. I apprehend theſe Words 
in their moſt plain and obvious Meaning, that 
St. Jobn foreſaw that the firſt and chief of the 
Principalities and Powers, the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, with which we as 
faithful Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt are to ſtrive in 
this State of Trial, was abridged of the power- 
ful Means he uſed to deceive and delude Men 
with, and fo reſtrained from perpetrating mat 1 
miſchievous Part, which he had acted before 
and during the Reign of the Roman Emperors, 
ſome of whom had been the moſt beaſt-like 
5 Tyrants and moſt violent Perſecutors of our 
Holy Faith in Je ſus Chrift, that ever reigned in 
this dark World; and was held fo reſtrained - 
for a Thouſand . It is probable too, that 
about this Time the Power of working Miracles 
was withdrawn from Chriſtians, there now 3 
not being ſuch Occaſion for that Gift; ſuch _ 
5 FIOP 4 
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Help was not now ſo needed, 28 were was not 


ſo great an Oppoſition for Men to ſtruggle with, 
now Thrones and Judgment were given . 
Chriſtians; and then it was that that State of 
_ Chriſt's Church here on Earth, which may be 
ſtrictly and properly called Chriſtendom, was 
ſet on Foot, which was to ſucceed the Roman 
Empire; and ſuch Chriſtians as had reſiſted the 
moſt tyrannick Beaſts of the Roman Emperors, 
or his Image or Likeneſs in any other, and 
had refuſed to proſtitute their Faith in Teſus 
Chriſt, by giving into ſuch Practices, which no 
Chriſtian could do, and preſerve his Faith ; 5 
they who had thus reſiſted unto Death, and 
been thus faithful Martyrs for Jeſus, and for 
the Word of God, were peculiarly bleſſed and 
raiſed before others to live and reign with 
| Chriſt fora Thouſand Years, and tobethe Prieſts 
of God and of Chriſt. Then afterwards another 
State of Chriſts Church is revealed, a Diminuti- 
on of its Power and Happineſs, the chiefeſt of 
its Adverſaries being looſed for a little Seaſon z 
at the End of which Seaſon, Chriſt ſhall come 
in his Glory to judge both quick and dead. 
Such State of CHriſts Church here on Earth is 
thus revealed; © When the Thouſand Years 
© are expired, Satan ſhall be looſed out of his 
c Priſon, and ſhall go out to deceive the Na- 
tions which are in the four Quarters of the 
if * Earth,  Gog and Maag to gather them to- 


e, gether | 
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„ gether to Battle, the Number of whorh 
e is as the Sand of the Sea. And they 


ce went up on the Breadth of the Earth and 


ec compaſſed the Camp of the Saints about, 
and the beloved City, and Fire came down 
« from God out of Heaven and d voured 
them, and the Devil that deceived Um was 

e caſt into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 


ee where the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are, 


and ſhall be tormented Day and Night for 
e ever.” Satan thus looſed from his Priſon, 
or leſs rellhaited, ſets on Foot, thro' his Deceits 
and Deluſions, great Unhappineſs and Perſe= 
ſecution among the Nations or Gentiles con- 
verted to the Faith, drawing the Chiefs of the 
| Earth into a long Conteſt. On ſuch ſad Occur- 
rence, in ſuch a troubled State of human Af- 
fairs, Numbers, without Regard or Diſtinction 
of Right and Wrong, will deeply engage them- 
ſelves to, and be willing to receive any Mark 5 
from thoſe, who, they apprehend, are moſt |, 
likely to advance thoſe high and vain Purpoſes 5 
from this World which they have in view 
5 placed before their deceived Fancies and Ima- 1 5 
ginations; ſuch will hate that Light that 
| diſcovers the Deceit, and will ſtraitly beſiege 
the Saints and beloved City of God ; that is, will | 
injure, oppreſs and perſecute thoſe who out of a 


faithful Love of God their Saviour, and a Regard 


5 of that Uappinels which he hath mediated : 


PE RE] 
| for them in another World, will keep them< 
ſelves free and unſpotted from ſuch a Courſe 
in this. At the End of this Period, God will 
put an End to this World, grown thus diſſo- 
\ lute, and then proved under every State, and 
_ _ Chriſt will come and fit upon the Throne of 
his Glory, and gather all Nations before him to 
their Judgment; and ſo, at this Reſtitution of 
all Things, cloſe the whole Scene of Man's 
Redemption. It is now about One Thouſand 
Three Hundred Years ago, fince the Time 
that Rome fell, and the Roman: Empire was 
torn to- pieces, by the breaking i in of many Na- 
tions upon it, and their conquering it and over- 
throwing ah It is ſaid that by there prev aled 
.<:an * © Opinion among the Fathers, that the 
5 Domes Empire was to laſt as long as the 
World. Hence, when they apprehended the _ 
Empire to be in danger from any extr aordina- 
ry Calamity, eſpecially from the Irruption of 
1 the Barbarians, they concluded the End of 
the World was at hand.“ It is plain, that 
| the Fathers who thought thus, muſt have en- 
tertained the ſame Opinion concerning the Mil- 
lennium, which many later Perſons Rabe done; 5 
ſuch an Alteration and Change as this, in this 
World, would indeed be an End of i it: There = 
is this Difference between the Miſtake of the 
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F athers, and the later Miſtakes; the Fathers, 
conceiving ſo highly of the Millennium, miſ- 
took that Period of Time, when it was pro- 
pheſied that the Millennium ſhould begin to be 
the End of the World; the latter now miſtake 
that Period of Time, e ee the World is near 


its Diſſolution, to be a Time when a Millen- _ 


nium ſhall begin; the firſt an Ignorance, ſuited _ 
to the paſt State and Circumſtances of Men, 
the other a groſs Darkneſs, now moſt hurtful = 
8 and pernicious. Whoſoever duly ſearches the 
Holy Word and Will of God, as revealed by 
our Bleſſed Lord, will diſcern Part thereof 
moſt determinately and clearly expreſſed, and 
Part thereof obſcurely and in myſtic Terms; 
in both we will find equal Reaſon to . 
: ledge the infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and ::þ 
Truth of God. According hereto, ſuch . | 
ſcure Parts of the New Teſtament as are pro- ; 
5 phetic, if Men are held in Ignorance hereof, it 
is only during ſuch Time as Ignorance thereof 
is beſt for them: When tlie Knowledge there- 
of comes to concern the Happineſs and Wel- 
fare of Men, then God, in his due Time, opens 
and diſcovers theſe Prophecies to Men, for 
whom it is not to know the Times and Sca- 
ſons of Almighty God, but ſuch Kind of 
| Truths which concern Men to know, through ow 
the whole Age of Chriſtianity ; - theſe Truths 
are > moſt e expreſſed ſuch as the _ ; 
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| tive Inſtitutions of our holy Religion, that 5 
1 appointed for the admitting Men Members 
« of Chriſt's Church here on Earth; that ap- 

E 0 pointed for their Continuance in that Body; 

c and that appointed for the Excluſion of 

3 ſcandalouſly corrupt Members from it ; and 

« all the Laws, Terms, Conditions, and Means 

* of our Salvation, the Judement that is to 

« come; the Reward and Puniſhment of Men 
« in the next, the Nature of this Life and 

« World, and of that Age or Time, that was 

© to be after our Saviour's coming ; in theſe 
x there is no Obſcurity:“ The Nature _ 
FE which laſt Times and Days (with which 2 Mil- TOS 
lennium, as it hath been conceited of, 18 ut- 
teriy inconſiſtent) i is thus determinately and ge- 
nierally ſet forth in the New Teſtament, by our 
Lord's Apoſtles ; © In the laſt Days,” ſays St. 
Paul the Apoſtle, © perilous Times ſhall come, 

f for Men ſhall be Lovers of their ownſelves, 
„ covetous Boaſters, proud Blaſphemers, diſo- 
1 bedient to Parents, unthankful, , unholy, with- 
«gut n atural Affection, Truce- breakers, falſe 
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= | * Accuſers, incontinent fierce, Deſpiſers of 

c thoſe that are good, Traitors, heady, high- | 

EC «© minded, Lovers of Pleaſure more than * 

"UP | ers of God, having a Form of Godlineſs, but 

8 BE cc denying the Power thereof.” And the I | 

3 ſame Apoſtle ſays, © There muſt be Hereſies “. g 

3 impoſſible, from the Nature of this —— 
5 8 8 _ World 


ta} 


World and Life that Offences ſhould not « come; 
and St. John ſays that the whole World lies in 
Wickedneſs, and uſes it as a Proof to know 
that it was the laſt time, becauſe that there 
were many Antichriſts; and St. Peter ſays, that 
<« in the laſt Days there ſhall come Scoffers 
e queſtioning our Lord's coming, and affirm- 
« ing that all Things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the Creation: 
And St. James deſcribes the Courſe of 
this World to be ſuch, that whoſo will be a 
4e Friend of the World i is the Enemy of God:“ 
And St. Jude ſays, that in the laſt Days “there 
« ſhould be Mockers, who ſhould walk after 
„ their own ungodly Luſts.“ The Holy 
Apoſtles of our Lord ſpeak not only thus of 
5 the Evil of this World, but in a manner afford- 
ing no ground to think that the laſt Days or 
Age thereof would laſt long; when there was 
a Prophecy given of a Duration of theſe Days, 
it was expreſſed in myſtick Terms not to be 
— interpreted but in proceſs of time and by the 
| Event, The general Prophecies of our Lord's 
Apoſtles were by Divine Wiſdom not directed 
to any particular Part of the laſt Days or Age, 
but were adapted to the whole, requiring Men 
at all times ſo to watch and pray, as thoſe who 
lived in expectation either of the Diſſolution of 
the World, or elſe of their own. This readily 


accounts 
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accounts for the Miſtake of the * Fathers ch 
the Millennium; but whatwretchedPreſumption, 
what blind Ignorance of and Derogation from 
the New Teſtament of our Lord (not to ſay 
far worſe of it) is it for any Set of Men, who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, to ſpeak of theſe laſt 
Days in Terms poſitively declaring the Duration 5 
of theſe Days for many Thouſand Years, when 
our Lord's Apoſtles ſpeak fo fully of the Evil 
of this World and ſo apprehenſively of its End. 
As to the Evils and Oppoſitions that we are to 
ſtruggle and wreſtle with in this our State of 
Trial, they are not only Fleſh and Blood, nor 
any ſingle Spiritual Enemy, but“ Principalities, 5 
e Powers, and Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
„ World, ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places.” 
Theſe indeed have been at ſome times far man: 
powerful than at other ; but their Power is 
| ſuch at all times, that we are required to take 
to us the whole Armour that God hath pro- 
vided for our Protection and Succour, and e- 
_ us to 0 ſeek for from his Hands. We 


cannot 
* The * Dr. 47 Alton treated the e Memory | 

| of the Fathers with as much Scurility, as he did the State and 
Caſe of ſome modern Chriſtians with Ignorance and Un- 
charitableneſs: And there hath lately been made a Compariſon 
between the Euthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts, drawn 
with great Propriety. But ſuch kinds of Compariſons, in 
theſe Dregs of Times, might be carried on further, and made, 
if not in reſpect of Enthuſiaſm, in other reſpecis at leaſt 
— N bad with that of Euthuſiaſm. 
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cannot anywiſe know the Nature and Power, 
the Ways and Means of acting of Beings ſu- 
perior to us, whether good or bad; but we are 
moſt aſſured that we, together with the whole 
Creation, are in the Hands of a gracious Creator, 
a juſt and good God, almighty and infinitely 
powerful, who maketh all things work together 
for the good of thoſe that love and obey him. 
Yet tho' we are altogetherignorant of the Power 


and Ways of the acting of Angels, whether 
good or bad, yet we are not ſo of the 


Beaſt or perſecuting Tyrant his Image, and the 
falſe Prophet, for they are of Men. There are 
two ways of Perſecution, the one violent, 
openly ſhedding the Blood of innocent Men, 
the other oppreſſing them with grievous and _ 
intolerable Burdens, aiming to deprive them of 
the common Comforts, and Conveniencies of 
Life. The firſt of theſe Ways of Perſecution 
is Roman, the other Mahometan or Turkiſh; the 
latter by far the more crafty Way of pro- 
ceeding. Whoſoever doth diſcern thro' the 
. Lyes of gloſſing or palliating Hiſtorians, partially 
writing of confuſed and miſerable Times, 
will ſee that Perſecutors and Oppreſſors of thoſe 7 
that are truly religious and faithful Servants of 
our Lord, have ch: abounded in this dark 
World, and that they have only put in prac- 
tice the one or the other of theſe Ways of Per- 
ſecution, as beſt ſuited with their Purpoſe, and 


fell 
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fell in with the Turn of the Times: And it 18 
hence generally, that each Sort of Perſecution 
doth ariſe, when Men come to mix their world- 

 tyViews and Aims with this or that Sentiment 
or Opinion in Religion; and for the Advance- 


ment of ſuch their Pur rpoſes, give into that moſt 


antichriſtian Principle of dg Evil, that Good 


may come of it. Then what Act of Injuſtice, of 


Oppreſſion, of Cruelty is there, that ſuch Men 


will not put in Practice, under the Pretence 


of eſtabliſhing Religion? But the Chriſtian 

Religion can (= no more eſtabliſhed by either 
| Kind of Perſecution, than it can be preſerved, 
when united with Members molt ſcandalouſſy 

corrupt: Of the Turkiſh Way of Perſecution | 
of Chriſtians, there hath been this Obſervation 
made ; That they have a more politic and 


OY 7% 


pernicious Way to perſecute than by Fire 
« and Faggot ; for they having underſtood 


ce well, that the Duſt of Martyrs were the 


cc 


thrivingeſt Seeds of Chriſtianity ; ; and ob- 
© ſerved, that there reigns naturally 1 in Man- 
« kind, being compoſed all of a Lump and 
cc carrying the ſame Stamp, A general Kind of © 
« Compaſſion and Sympathy, which appears 


cc 


< moſt towards them, who lay down their / 


cc 


Lives, and poſtpone all worldly Things for 
the Preſervation of their Conſciences (and 


„never any died o, but he drew D ollowers 


3 1 after- 
by Haul, Let. NI. ' 
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3 
« after him) therefore the Turk goes a more 
« cunning Way to work; he meddles not with 
« Life and Limbs, to prevent the Senſe of 
| « Compaſſion, which may ariſe that Ws 
d but he grinds their Faces with Taxes.” 
N Te Having thus endeavoured to trace the Mo- 
5 tive, Way, and Means, by which Perſecutions 
"Nl | are carried on in this dark and intricate World, 
let us turn our Reflections hencefrom, and look 
to (not limited to particular Inſtances, but in 
a general Manner) the Way of the falſe Pro- _ 
he; or falſe Teacher, of whom we are ſo of= _ 
ten cautioned in the New T eſtament to be- 
ware; to whoſe Deceit, if we will not give our- 
ſelves up, we muſt not let flip, out of our | 
Minds, the Truths revealed in Holy Scrip- | 
ture, concerning the Fall of Man: And oo-  # 
thing is more expreſly and plainly ſet forth 
- on. than that the Nature which Man had, 
when placed in Paradiſe, and before his Fall, by t 
| his Fall ſtands * degraded, and reduced to Mi- 
ſery and Error to a wretched State of Darkneſs, | 
near to outer Darkneſs. Such the Holy Scrip- ; 
tures repreſent the Caſe of Mankind; and what 
Light there hath been at any Time in the 
World, remotely, or immediately, in Remedy Z 
and Oppoſition to this Darkneſs, Chriſt Jeſus is | 
that Light of the eto Yet, . . 


Rs | See i in os . 8. Paul ks forth the Law of our 
Nature, Rom, Vile  - 


4 
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to the Diſparagement of the gon of God, our 


good and gracious Redeemer, from our fallen 


Nature, and in Contradiction to God's reveal- 


ed Will, the Light and Law of our preſent 
Nature, hath been lately offered as a Light 
and Law ſufficient : And ſome, pretending to 
profeſs Chriſtianity, have looked back on, and 


repreſented even as a Religion, the impure 


and mixed Light, to which Man was re- 


duced by his Fall, and when he became de- 


prived of that comfortable Communion and 
55 Intercourſe, which, while in his State of In- 
nocency, he had with God, the bare Know- 
ledge, Conſcientiouſneſs of Good and Evil; 
whereas, before his Fall, he was conſcious 
only of Good ; that comfortleſs and naked, 
that vain and weak. State, to which we were 
ſubjected by the F all of Man, that wretched 


State of Knowledge into which we were be- 


trayed, that Law that is a ſharp Accuſer, but 
a helpleſs Friend. Thus to do, is at once to 
: undermine the Principles of our holy F aith; and 
there is, in theſe fly and inſinuating Writings, 
generally Art and Plauſibility ; as for inſtance, 
the ranſacking after, and producing (in order 
to magnify and repreſent the Law of our Na- 
ture, the Knowledge of Good and Evil more 


ſafficient than it is) the wiſe Sayings of ſeveral 
of the ancient Philoſophers, thoſe who lived 


in Times of old, before the Days of Chriſtia- 


. aye. 


DT 30 } 
nity, hs of whom were worthy and good 
Men : But, if there is in their Writings, any 
Light beyond the Law of our Nature, we that 


believe Jeſus to be the Chriſt, muſt deem it 


to be given in Preparation for his coming ; for, 
doubtleſs, the Way of our Lord, the only 
and eternal Son of God, the Saviour of the 
World, the Judge of all Men, was prepared 
in more Places, and at more Times, than Juſt | 


at his coming only by St. John the Baptiſt, in 


the Land of Tudea ; ; many Times and Circum- 
ſtances of the World were adapted for his 
coming; it is evident the Roman Empire was 
ſo. Such a Kind of Writer as this that I am 
ſpeaking of, after he hath added a quaint Diſ- 
tinction of his own, and making the Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil the main, or chief i 
Drift of his Book, as if ſomething very ma- 
terial was gained thereby, then he paſſes off 


ſuch a Book under the ſpecious Title of The Re- 


ligion of Nature delineated : The handing about 
of a Delineation, or rude Draught of any 
Thing, implies the Excellency of it. How 
„ worthy it is of being fully painted out and 
ſeen with all its Decorations! what a Loſs it 
. not to have it thus done! This, indeed is 
ſtopping ſhort, but it is doing ſo with great 
Advantage, it is feeding and fomenting the 
preſumptuous Curioſity and Pride of Man, 
and calling it forth to buly itſelf, and ſo a 
WK. „% K. molt 
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moſt cunning and ready Way to gain on their 
| corrupted and fallen Nature, and compleat 
their Darkneſs and Miſery ; it is a Piece of 
. Cunning and Artifice, not unlike that which 
the Adverſaries of our holy Faith have uſed 
| heretofore, pretending that they had ſomething 
in Reſerve to ſay, but that they were forced 
to ſuppreſs, out of Fe ear, a Pretence they ban 
not make uſe of now, when they are permit- 
ted and tolerated, wantonly to diſparage it, and 


to perſecute all ſober and ſerious Chriſtians, by 


their prophane and blaſphemous Impieties. 
There is a further Piece of Cunning; the Man- 
ner in which this Delineator, or Draftſman, 


hath thruſt his Book out into the World, that 


is, to have it printed, and yet make Pretenſions 
| that cc it is not deſigned to be publiſhed, but 
00 only to be left with” two or three Friends, 
or with a Man's Family: This is the moſt 
effectual Way to publiſh any Thing, and no 
mean Piece of Cunning to ſet it a-going, and 
make it current. If there had been but any 
tolerable Regard paid to the plain Directions 
and Charges of the holy Apoſtles, by thoſe 
Who were to follow, or ſucceed them, and to 
be Miniſters of the Goſpel, they muſt have 
been kept clear of this Rock, on which fo 
many have ſplit, by blindly following the Doc- 


trine of this Delineator and a Set of Magni= _ 


ters and Milrepreſenters of the Law of our 
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Nature, that Leaven of falſe Doctrine, that 
hath brought us to the Paſs we are come to: 


For, can any Thing be plainer than thoſe 
down- right Charges of- the holy Apoſtles, ſet- 


ting forth how they are to preach Chriſt cruci- 


fied? that is, how they are to declare the 
Terms covenanted, or agreed to in the New 
Teſtament, to be the Terms of Man's Re- 
demption from his fallen Nature, and that it 
3s a full, a clear, and perfect Light, through 
che tender Mercy of our God to Men, who 
before ſat in Darkneſs, and in the Region and 
Shadow of Death, given from Heaven, that 
bath done away all that was any wiſe given, 
either to Jew or Gentile, in Part thereto, be- 
fore that bright and glorious Light was made 
manifeſt : What falſe, What moſt anti-icriptural 
Doctrine is it, ſo to magnify and repreſent 
the Law of our fallen Nature, as to preach it 
up as a Religion! conſidering what Meaning 
Iime and Cuſtom hath long fixed to the Word 
Religion! Of all the extraordinary Events that 
| have lately come to paſs, ſuch as chronical 
Diſcaſes, being much more frequent than here- 
tofore, and having a ſadder and ſtronger Ef- 
fect on the human Body; and ſudden Deaths 
being not rare and uncommon ; and that 
Men have hoarded up further Matter of Diſ- 
eaſes and Death, by mingling Infection and 
Rh Corruption with the Blood of the Healthy, the 


Sound 


F 0 53 y Eh 
| Sound or the Whole. Of all theſe, and ſuch like 
ominous Preſages, none can or ought to alarm 
1 us more than the avowed Apoſtacy from the 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and that ſcornful and 
= blaſphemous Treatment of the revealed Will 
of God in Man's Redemption, which hath 
now ſo much and for ſuch a time prevailed, 
that the Effect and Conſequence thereof begins 
very palpably to be ſeen and felt. In the height 
of Iniquity that Exceſs of Pride, of Covetouſneſs 
and Luſt can carry abandoned Men to, ſome 
Crimes are of that enormous Nature, that a 
few glaring inſtances therein are ſufficient to 
lay waſte the Conſciences of many, by coun- 
tenancing and hardening them in their evil 
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Courſes in“ Crimes only of a leſſer Die, and 
pet moſt ſurely deſtructive of Man's Salvation 
” without Repentance. Had we not been in- 


formed how God puniſhed the enormous Ini- 
quities of the former World, were there no 
Revelation at all in the New Teaſtament, con- 
cerning the Duration and End of this World, 
or the latter Days, we could not think it con- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Al- 
mighty God, with whom one Day is as a Thou- 
ſand Years, and a Thouſand Years as one Day, 
to whoſe Eyes all Things and their Succeſſion 
are naked and open, and to whoſe Glory all 
| Things muſt terminate or end, long to continue 


on 


| * Epheſians v. 5. 
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ön the State of Men, when Infidelity and 
Apoſtacy from the Faith in Chriſt Jeſus our 


Lord is arrived at that Pitch, that to become 
an Infidel and an Apoſtate is not looked upon 
as any thing ſtrange or monſtrous, even in this 
Nation, which hath had every Circumſtance 
imaginable to enlighten them in, and to attach 

them to the revealed Will of God in Man's 

Redemption. Sure all Chriſtian Nations are 

not equally abandoned! and yet we ſee no 

Grounds to think other Countries in the leaſt 
better than our own, by any Improvements 
that our Gentry who travel abroad bring homm 

with them. But that it ſhould not be thought -1 
that Irepreſent the State of Apoſtacy and In- 
fidelity here prevailing to be more than it is, in | 


order to make it coincide or ſquare with what 


| I have advanced in this Eſſay, meaſure it by 


that Account, which a moſt worthy and faith- 


ful Prelate, taking the Opportunity of the late | 
Earthquakes, to remind the Inhabitants of the 
Capital of this Kingdom of their Duty on that 
| Occaſion, gives of it; a Prelate whoſe Mind evi | 
dently appears full of Zeal for the Faith in | 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of quick and painful- Senſe, 
and deep Concern for the Growth of Infidelity 
which he ſees prevailing here, and the Love 
which he hath for his Country, makes him 
mention it with great Reluctance. His Words 


are theſe, ce Had this Part of the World had 
7166 leſs 
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te, leſs Knowledge, and leſs Light, they might 
« have ſome Excuſe, and ſome Hope that 


« God would wink at their Ignorance; but 
« they have had the Light, and loved Dark- 


„ 


A 


Goodneſs and Mercy of God are diſplayed 
thro' the Redemption purchaſed by the Blood 


6 


3 * 


\ neſs. The Goſpel of Chriſt, in which all the 


of Chriſt, in which the Aid and Comfort 
of the Holy Spirit of God is offered to all 
« who diligently ſeek it, 1n which the Hopes 
and Fears of Eternity are diſplayed to guard 
us againſt the Temptations of Sin, has been 
not only rejected, but treated with a malicious 
ce Scorn, and all our Hopes in Chriſt repre- 
& ſented as Deluſions and Impoſitions upon 
4 the Weakneſs of Men, How has the Preſs 
c for many Years ſwarmed with Books, ſome. 
© to diſpute, ſome to ridicule the great Truths 
of Religion, both natural and revealed? He 
« ſays there is no need to mention particular 
« Caſes, the Thing is notorious ; and wiſhes 
e the Guilt in this Inſtance was confined to 
« the Authors only, and that no body elſe was 
“ anſwerable for it: But the Earneſtneſs with 
e which theſe Books were ſought after, the 
| ©« Pleaſure and Approbation with which they. 
| © were received, are too ſtrong Indications of 
S the general Taſte to be diſſembled; and the 
©: Induſtry uſed to diſperſe theſe Books at home 
| ©and ro and eſpecially to our Plantations | 
| | in 
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* in America, to which great Numbers, and at 


great Expence have been conveyed, are 
e Proofs of ſuch Malice againſt the Goſpel, 
* and the Holy Author of! it, as would not be 
© borne even in a Mahometan Country. And 
ce he ſays, that in this Branch of Trade London 


© # boats al the World, and that it is become 


cc yen the Mart of Infidelity: And obſerving 

| what is the Behaviour of Parents towards 

| Youth, makes it a doubt, whether there is a 
ee more provoking Circumſtance or a greater N 
Call for divine Vengeance on a wicked Nation 
e than this, that Vouth are prepared and brought 
ce up to inherit all the Vices of their Fathers, 
et which cuts off all Proſpect of Reformation, 
ce and ſtands as a Bar between us and Heaven. 
So that what Hopes there are of our Voutn 
now muſt be from this, that the Care of great 
and publick Schools is entruſted to Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, to principle the Youths under 
their Charge in the Truths of our Holy Re- 
ligion, and to take care, above all Things, 
that they are devout in their Adoration and 
Prayer to God both publick and private, and 
duly educated in juſt and honeſt Principles of 
their Duty towards Man, and their Behaviour 
accordingly; but if theſe Hopes ſhould be held 
to be but ſmall, for want of the concurrent 
Aid of Parents and Maſters of Families, in not 
— 8 out to Youth,  byt thei good and fair 
* 
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Example, how the Ways of our Religion are 


Ways of Pleaſantneſs, pt all her Paths are 


Peace and Reſt to thoſe who learn of the moſt 
bleſſed Author of it, what it is to be meek and 
| lowly. Therefore let us look and fee what 
Grounds there are of Hope therein, tho' it be 


from a View more diſtant and remote; from 


that of Marriage, an Eſtate in itſelf honourable, 
and ever greatly encouraged and promoted by 
all good and honeſt Men in thoſe Perſons 
whom true Love attracts to Union in that in- 
diſſoluble Band of Friendſhip; and Perſons ſo 
united are not only a Blefling and Happineſs to 
' themſelves, but to others too, for from ſuch _ 
proceed well educated and orderly Families, 
"the Support of the Happineſs and Freedom of 
a Country. I have lately repeatedly preached 
(an Occaſion requiring this Duty from me,) 
what I apprehend the State of Marriage to be, 


according to the Goſpel of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, namely that © when ſuch 
« Perſonsare Joined together in it as God's Word 


ä 


cc 


K allows of, it is an Holy State, an Ordinance 
6: "of God appointed i in the time of Man's In- 

e nocency, and revived by our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour to its firſt and pureſt Inſtitution, 


© making a nearer Relation between Perſons 


9 joined than that of Father or Mother; and 


that it is not to be made void, ſaving for the 
. „ Cauſe 


( 5 + 
« Cauſe Ny Fornication.” It would be a very 


great Diſparagement to our Holy Religion to 
imagine it any how defective in a Point ſo ma- 
terial and intereſting Man's Happineſs as the 
State of Matrimony. And there is no Difficul- * 
ty in ſeeing from Holy Scripture, all the Ends 
for which God appointed it, and in what Caſe _ 


this holy and religious Vow becomes null and > 


void, and what Liberty Chriſtians have of en- 
tering into this State: And was this Liberty to be 
denied them, by continuingon Parental Autho- 
_ rity beyond i its Bounds, we cannot but expectthat 
many Parents would, thro' Pride and Covetouſ- 
- neſs, reverſe the Rule of St. Paul, and hold it 
better for Perſons paſt the Flower of their Age, 
and under their Authority, to burn than to 
marry, tempting them to render a ſtrong Paſ- | 
ion, that Almighty God hath planted in the 
T human Breaſt for noble and great Ends,“ brutal, 
at the Peril of their Eternal Salvation. There 
is no Liberty given to Chriſtians which they £1 
may notuſe (while Liberty ſhall remain to them) 
with the greateſt Propriety, Decency and Cha- | 
71 j and thus this of Rh, a in which Men 
| may 
** Men 4 generally fall either by ſinking ED their ſenſual | 
Appetites, following them in forbidden Ways; or elſe thro! | 
helliſh Pride, and fooliſh Covetouſneſs, aiming at great 


_ Happineſs from this World, contrary to the Will of God, 


perverſely continuing on ſuch their Purſuit, til in the height 8 1 
.of it their Soul is . of them. = 1 


en [n) SG 
may ſtand to their Right and Liberty, and in 
ſuch Manner as not to break in upon any Duty 


that they owe their Parents; for tho Honour, 

Affection and Love remain always due TO: 
Men to their Parents, (Honour of Parents is a 
Duty always incumbent. on Men lad | 
ind cannot be otherwiſe, by a Senſe of Religion, 


like the Duty of Gratitude to Benefactors in 


other reſpects,) yet that Parental Authority, 


which was founded on Want of Judgment in 


our immature Years, expires as ſoon as Child- 
ren are grown up to mature Strength of Body 
and Mind. Marriage was never ordained for 
Children, but for Men and Women; and if 
| they have a Right to be free in any Thing, 
| they ought to be left free i in this reſpect. And 
thoſe Lawsin themſelves : are bad, which coun- | 
tenance Parents in marrying their Sons or 
Daughters, or Guardians their Wards, While 
Children; there is no room for the Laws of 
any free State to be miſtaken in the Age of 
Mlenand Women, that they ſhould countenance 
for Marriage; for as the Stature of Men bath 
been near the ſame ever ſince the Flood, ſo 
their Age for Length of Days and for Maturity 
| hath been near the ſame, making Allowance 
for ſuch Alteration, which Times of Debauchery 


Rout, and Riot, and of wretched Folly, and 


Extravagance and baſe Corruption, have in 
e making ſome ripe ſomewhat before their Time. 


1 7 The 


K bo * 


T het * Germans, in Julius Ceſar 8 Time, held ; 


Marriage moſt infamous before twenty Years 
old. Marriage, as it is among Chriſtians, is 


held AS A. divine and ſacred Law of our Lord; 
and as ſuch the Adminiſtry of it hath been ap- 
propriated by Chriſtians to be facredly and ſo- 


lemnly performed by his Miniſters; it is a pe- 
culiar Inſtitution of him, that perfect Prophet 


that we are bound to hear and obey ; who hath 
made us a peculia? People, and bleſſed us in 
giving us Statutes and Laws compleatly good 
and pure, the Righteouſneſs c of which exceed 
the Righteouſneſs of any Laws that have ever 
been among fallen Men. Statutes + that were 
not good, and Judgments whereby Men ſhould 
not live, have ſometimes been given to Men by 
reaſon of their corrupt Nature, and the Hard- 
neſs of their Hearts; many ſuch Laws have 
been ſet on foot, and grown in uſe thro - 
- the perverſe Will and Deſigns of Men; theſe 
our Lord annulled and expreſsly repealed, giv- 
ing us Judgments i in which we may live, Statutes 
which direct us unto Life everlaſting. in the 
Mays of Peace, requiring in Love or Charity a 
| 8 a ee a faithful Diſcharge from his 
Fo Diſciples i 
* Qui Aa ede impuberes permanſerunt, maximam inter 


= FRE ferunt laudem. Hoc ali Statyram, ali vires, nervoſque 
confirmari putant. Intra annum vero xx feminæ notitiam 


buaybuiſſe in turpiſſimis habent rebus. Clarke $ Cæſar. Com · 
pag 132. 0 + Ezekiel xx. 25. 
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| Diſciples of all thoſe Duties which Man « can 
coe to Man as a ſocial Creature. And it is 
certain, that all the Powers that are ordained to 
Man for ſocial Help and Comfort, are the Or- 
dinances of God limited by his perfect * Law of 
Liberty for the good of Man: and yet divine 
and human Laws are by no means to be put 
upon the ſame level, or confounded together; 
for human Laws have often been found ſo to 
claſh with divine Laws, that God hath threaten- 
cd the keeping them in a very ſevere and exem- _ 
plary manner. Thus he threatened to puniſh 
Trad by his Prophet + Micah, becauſe the Sta- 
tutes of Omri a King of Jae, one of the Suc- 
ceſſors of Jeroboam, were kept. And the holy 
Apoſtles, || when they were charged by 
Magiſtrates and Rulers, to whom they owed _ 
Duty and Allegiance, © not to ſpeak at all, nor 


teach in the Name of Feſus, anſwered them 


1 by bidding them judge whether it be i 
jn the Sight of God to hearken unto them 85 
«© more than unto God.“ And at another time, 
when they were brought and ſet before the Dy 
= Council, and the High Prieſt aſked them faying, . - 
2 00 Did not we ſtraitly command, that you ſhould _ 
; « not teach in this Name? (the name of Teſws) © 
and behold you have filled Jeruſalem with you. 
8 Docrne, and intendtobring this Man! 8 Blood . 


* Nan Xill, . Ove no Man any thing; but to 


| love one another. | tv vi. Z l Acts! I. 


= 


(6) 


«© upon us. Then the holy Apoſtles anſwered a 


and ſaid, © We ought to obey God rather than 


Man Though this Diſtinction, between Di- 


vine and human Laws, is kept throughout the 


holy Scriptures, and it is moſt expreſaly ſhewn 
there, how the Preference is always to be giv- 
en to Divine Laws; yet a reverend Perſon, 
whoſe Parents were French, in his Conſidera- 
tions upon clandeſtine Marriages, inſcribed to 
the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty (and which 
be ends thus; as © all the Means which have 
b been hitherto tried in this Kingdom, to prevent . 
— clandeſtine Marriages have, by long Expe- 
| « rience, been found inſufficient for this Pur- 
« poſe, the dernier Reſort ſeems to be a Law | 
abſolutely to annul all clandeſtine Marriages; MN 
and if the Legiſlature ſhall think fit to pro- 
e ceed fo far, it will have both Right and Rea- 


< ſon on its Side”) ſays, that © * zhe Lows 


Lo i Men are the Laws of God; with this 
Addition, « when and are agrecable to Na- 
c ture and Reaſon ;” and adds, cc That all | 
* human Laws, that ever were made, or ever 
c ſhall be made by any Legiſlature, will always 
ec ſyre to be on their Side.” Among what this 
8 Author hath collected together, are ſeveral Parts? 
of French Ordonnances and Edicts, i in relation to 


dclandeſtine Marriages, and how far he ſuppo- 


ſes, 6c © Paſquer wiſhed the Trench King to pro- 
| — ceed 
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_ < aiding and aſſiſting them.“ 
one ſhall think Poſterity will be obliged 8 
this Author for his Confiderations on clandeſ- 
tine Marriages, and for his Collection of French © 
Ordonnances, and for his Inſtruction, ſo con- 8 
fidently given to the Legiſlature, and that he - 
deſerves the lateſt Thanks; I hope, when he 
pays his Compliments to this Author, he will 
not tell him, that he deſerves the lateſt Thanks 
of Poſterity, for endeavouring to render A 
ſtianity conſiſtent with common Senſe. A groſs oy 
and blaſphemous Speech againſt Chriſtianity! 
1 Speech, that could no ſooner, out of the 
Abundance of the Heart, drop from the Tongue, 
| but it muſt ſhock the Ears of Chriſtians $f: 


163). $ 
ce. ceed 1 in them; ; and that, inſtead of endea- 5 
« youring to untie the Gordian Knot, like 


« Alexander, he would cut it at once, and 
4 


Then this * Au- 


* 


annul ſuch Marriages.” 


| thor informs us how far Henry III. proceeded 
in his Ordonnance, in relation to clandeſtine 

Marriages, that, at laſt, © he put an effectual 
End to this great Evil, by diſabling all Per- 


c 


ſons from contracting Marriage without 
Publication of Banns, &c. by puniſhing with 


be * 


« Death, thoſe that married Minors under the 
Age of Twenty-five Years, without the 
Conſent of their Parents, and by inflicting | 


cc 


cc 


extraordinary Puniſhments on thoſe who were 


Now, if any 


Speech 5 
. * * | = | 
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0 Speech, that who could tempt to palliate and 
gloſs over? conſidering what Chriſt hath moſt 
expreſsly promiſed to his Church, and how we 
conſtantly profeſs to believe one Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Church. Lawyers, by extending 
beyond all Bounds, thoſe Writings of theirs, 
which they call Settlements, have lately entire- 
ly broke in upon the ſolemn Vow and Oath 
_—_— Marriage, as appointed and inſtituted by our 
Lord; and, in Fact and Truth, they do but 
EF unſeitle the Happineſs of, and intangle married 
Perſons and their Offspring, deep in Miſery 
and Confuſion, i in Proportion as their Writings | 
| elath with the State of Holy Matrimony, as 
God at- firſt inſtituted it, and as our bleſſed : 
Lord and Saviour revived it. And, if it hath 
not been a Miſtake, and wrong in Chriſtians, 
to hold the State of Marriage, as among them, 
to be a divine and peculiar Law of Jeſus Chriſt, 
an holy Ordinance of his, and ſo have moſt | 
juſtly appropriated the adminiſtering of it to 
his Miniſters, then it muſt be Matter of great 
e Grief and Concern to them, ever to ſee Mar- 
riage annulled by any human Law ; and the 


7 adminiſtering of it taken from Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters, but only as they : are to act their Part in it, 


as Agents to others, incurring the moſt ſevere 


Penalties, if they conform not thereto; and 


thoſe Sects only exempted thencefrom, who : 
are moſt diſtant from Chriſtianity. When 
Chri- 


= 
Chriſtians are deprived of any Liberty, or Right, 


by human Laws, they muſt learn to ſuffer, and 


wait with Patience, and receive with Thank 


fulneſs any Relief given. It is eaſy to trace, 
and to ſee from whence Abuſes i in clandeſtinely | 
marrying thoſe who are contracted to marry, 


ſprung from ; it is clear they did not ſpring 


from the Parochial Clergy. It is revealed by 
the Revelation of Yeſus Chriſt, that towards the 
End of this preſent World, theſe latter or laſt 
Days, fad Occurrences and Circumſtances ſhall 5 


and Comfort, and the - Holy Chanch- of 92 
Cbriſt, and every one who heareth the Word 
of God's revealed Will, and who thirſt- 
eth for Joy and Reſt, will thro” univerſal 
85 Charity gladly receive bis coming in Judg- 
mant, Glory and Triumph to cloſe the whole 
of Man's Redemption. And ſuch hath been 
| the paſt Courſe of this World, thro' Man's 
Perverſeneſs, that whatever Errors, Evils and 


Miſeries, we ſee to have been permitted to pre- 


vail in the Progreſs of the Courſe of it, we are 
do look on them as ſo many Leſſons of Caution 
and Warning of the ſad Corruption and De- 
. generacy of the fallen Nature and State of Man, 
apt ever to run from one Extreme to another. 


To look on and treat them otherwiſe, can only 


ſerve to incite thoſe who abhor ſome one Crime 
to run into and commit another, and to con- 


F 
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firm and harden them in all the Errors and 
Sins that wretched Preſumption, and harſh, 
and raſh Judgment or uncharitable Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs can lead and betray Men into. Having 
mentioned this Caution, I ſhall mention a Deed 
done long ago in this Land, now ſomewhat 
above an hundred Years ago, the Martyring of 
King Charles the Firſt, as the ſad Shame of it 
will ever be remembered as long as the World 
ſhall laſt, the like Crime having never been com- 
mitted before in any Country by the moſt x 
barbarous and brutiſh People the World ever 
produced; and it is probable, from many ſad 
_ Circumſtances attending it, and ill Conſequences 
of it, that itis the greateſt Inſtance of Man's per- 


verſe Iniquityt that God Almighty will ever permit | 
in the Courſe of this World. As it is thus, to 


ſpeak of this horrid Tranſaction with Temper 
and Moderation, will be no ſmall Difficulty to 
a Man who hath any true Love for our Holy 


Religion in Te efus Chriſt, and the Welfare of ; Þ 
his Country. Inded our Holy Faith doth not | 
forbid, but commands and charges us to op- 
poſe Errors and Evils, in whomſoever we find | 


them, with Truth and Goodneſs ; as we have | 
Opportunity. And this Prince had his Errors | 


and Failings, and his Government was not ex, 


empt from Faults ; there is a Lyableneſs to | 
Error 


a Necks Taki whole rebick Janiſarigs are almoſt con- 
- depoſing their Prince. | = a eee 1 


(6) 


Error in every Government, but that of the 
Ws N Governor of the Univerſe God Al- 
mighty; but never Prince had more gracious 
and Chriſtian Virtues to counterballance his 
Errors and Failings than Charles the Firſt; and 
well may we, when we pray * that the Guilt 
d of this innocent Blood may not be laid to the 
Charge of the People of this Land, magnify 
c the Name of God for his abundant Grace 
e beſtowed upon our Martyred Sovereign, by 


*© which he was enabled fo cheerfully to follow 


= the Steps of his bleſſed Maſter and Saviour, 


5 


* 


in meckly ſuffering all barbarous Indignities, 


e and praying for his Murderers.“ The Fla- 
5 grancy of this National Sin will clearly appear 
paſt Contradiction, from juſt mentioning the 
Powers that did it, and the Manner in which it 
Was done; the Powers that did it were an Army, _ 
* not an Army of Foreigners, but an Army col- 
| lected out of the Body of the People, ſtyling 
Fe themſelves the Parliament's Army. The Man- 
ner in which this good Prince was Martyred, 
was this; after his having for a few Days been 
OO teaſed with the Taunts and Inſults of a Law- 
leſs Court, which was conſtituted and managed 
by a few corrupt Members of the Houſe of 
Commons by means of their Army, under no 
other pretended Authority, than the pretended _ 
Authority ofthe Commons of England, aſſembled 
in Parliament, and which Court conſiſted of 


"TM. 

his moſt factious and rebellious Subjects, aſ- 
ſuming, and making ſhew and formality of law- 
ful Authority to arraign and try their Prince 

at the Bar of their mock Court, he was ſen- 
tenced to die as guilty of Treaſon, and other 
Crimes exhibited againſt him, as the Charge of 
the * Commons of England ; which Sentence 
was very ſoon publickly put in Execution. Now 
altho' abundance of all ſorts of People, when 
they ſaw what was done, even not a few of 
thoſe who had been greatly inſtramental in en- 
abling the Perſons that did it, to do what they 
did, were ſadly concerned, amazed, and ſhock- 
ed; yet as ſuch an horrid Tranſaction could 
not have been perpetrated in the manner it 
Was, without the concurrent Aid of great Num- 
bers of People, this muſt make it a National 

Sin, or elſe what can make any thing ſuch ? 
; This 


* The whole of a Kingdom or » Nation. makes but one 


Collected Body of People, conſtituted of different Members 


or Parts, in ſome reſpects reſembling the Conſtitution of the 


human Body; the Parliament repreſenting the Body of 
the People, and aiding the King their Head here on Earth, in 
_ arduous and weighty Affairs, is one Part of the Conſtitution 


of this Realm, and the Commons Part of this Parliament. 


But whatever Mode or Form of Government prevails in 


any Country, its Liberty and Happineſs can only conſiſt in 


being bleſſed with a Chriſtian-like Adminiſtration of its 
Laws, regardingghe Welfare of the Whole : And it is the 
wildeſt and vaine 
of a Theiſt or Infidel, to dream of fixing Liberty and Hap- 
pineſs in a Country from this or that Mode of Government 
prevailing in it; and ſuch Infidels are alike doing good, 


whether they dream about Patriot Kings, or bawl about the 
Majeſty of the ha raed 3 


Dream that ever entered into the Head _ 


(6) 


This Prince, 2 little before he was Martyred, 


was offered his Life by thoſe rebellious and : 
5 Radion Subjects of his, who by the means of 


the perverſe Iniquity and Wretchedneſs of the 


People, had then got ſuch Power over their 


Prince, upon Condition he would conveyto them 


ſuch*Privileges and Powers, and ſuch Immuni- 
ties, as would ſpoil his Crown of all its Dignity, 
Authority and Revenue, and the People of their 
Liberty: And if he had vouchſafed to have re- 
ceived from their Hands the Scepter and not 
the Ax, he muſt have been contented to have 


pillaged his People, by profuſe and exorbitant 


Taxes on the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of 
Life. and meanly to have been a Sharer with _ 
them in the Booty ; but he nobly refuſed thus 
to be a Nominal King, ſubſervient to their 


vile Purpoſes, and his Life, upon ſuch baſe Con- 


ditions; and he did not die a Martyr for the 7 
Church of England, tho he had a very great 
Love and Regard for that Church, but he died 
a Martyr for the Liberty of his People. And 
let not any one pretend to ſay, that becauſe the 
_ Perſons guilty of ſhedding his Sacred and Royal 
Blood, have been long fince dead and gone to 
aanſwer for it, that therefore we are not anywiſe CN 
5 concerned with it; no Chriſtian can affect 


ſuch 


DATA Land Davy hath an Gi to this Effect, That ; 
Numbers of privileged Perſons are a greater Interruption 
of Juſtice, and more deſtructive of any | coples Liberty, 


than unsers of privileged Places. 


Ws 
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7 ſuch Ignorance of God's Will as this! in the ap- 
F pointed Nature and Courſe of this World, with- 
out moſt wilfully and wickedly ſhutting his 
Eyes againſt all Light of what is revealed unto | 
us. Our blefſed Lord and Saviour moſt clearly 
and expreſsly ſhews, that the People of any 
Age may ſo act, as to partake of the guilty 
| Deeds of their Forefathers long ago perpetrated, 
and may make to come upon themſelves all 
the Righteous Blood ſhed upon the Earth, from j 
the Righteous Blood of Abel, to the laſt inno- | 
cent Blood ſhed; and how by all hypocritical | 
Memorial thereof, Men do but condemn them 
ſelves. Therefore, if we ſee that when the Royal 
Family were called home from the State of | 
Exile that they were drove into, they brought 
in with them foreign Cuſtoms diſagreeable to 
- the People of this Land, and deſtructive of 
our Liberty, and laid heavy Burdens on them; 
what by conſiderate Reflection ſhall we foe 
| thencefrom, but that God Almighty, tho' Long- 
ſuffering, yet he will not be mocked ; and that 
ſeeing and taking an Account of the Sincerity, } 
or Inſincerity of national Repentance, he ever | 
dealeth with a People accordingly, tho in Mercy | 
and with Long-Suffering to lead them to R- 
5 pentance? Did not the publick ſhedding . 
K Charles's Blood, ſhew the People of this 
Land to be moſt ſtrangely deceived and 


infatuated ? and had not many Princes and 7: 


> 2 


„„ 


In) 
Chiefs of the Earth, either endeayouring, 
or pretending Aid to this Nation, but aim- 


ing to avail themſelves from the Miſery and 
Confuſion that this horrid Deed plunged the 
Land into, been gathered together to many a 
Battle, and a Sea of Blood-ſhed iſſued thence- 
from, it had not been mentioned here: And 
yet, ſtrange and extraordinary as this, and the 


Accidents here mentioned are, the ſudden 


State of Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, 
that * prevails at preſent is, by far, the moſt | 
alarming z ; for _— it cannot be much great- 


er, at any Time, 


to fulfil the prophetick Queſ- 


tion of our Lord, concerning ſuch a State 


at his Coming. And now, Apoſtates from 


the Faith, preſumptive on their Numbers, will 
grow more hardened, While the Faithful, heed- 


fully 


| * Tf a  Diſvelief of God's eats Will did not prevail fs 3 5 
the higheſt; did Men live and act in the leaſt Degree, as if 
they believed Sin to be the Reproach of a Country, that it is 
that that proſtitutes the Power thereof to the Ambitious; 
that it is that that drains a Country of its Riches, Health, 
and Strength, they would be delivered and preſerved from 
the baneful and poiſonous Effects and Conſequences of the 
irreligious Policy, from the quack Remedies for a ſick and 
disjointed State, and the ſham Patriotiſm of a Bolingbroke, and 
the Boaſt that he made in his Reflections on Exile, how he 
would not proſtitute the Power of a Country to the Am- 


| 0 


„ bition of others, under the Pretence of ſecuring her from 
CC 


imaginary Dangers, nor drain her Riches into the Pockets 


(c 


jected with that Scorn and Contempt, ſuch W orks deſerve. 


of the meaneſt and vileſt of her Citizens, under the Pre- 
tence of paying her Debts,“ would be laughed at and 
deſpiſed, his Memory would be abhorred, and deteſted, 
his Works generally looked upon as a Nuſance, and re- 


fully regarding the Word of God, will grow 
more careful of their Ways; for as not one Jot or 
Title ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the moral Law 
of Chriſtianity, till all be fulfilled, ſo will not 
any, the leaſt Event foretold of its Courſe, 
its Progreſs and End, fail. But let not any 
_ Chriſtian think it will ever end ingloriouſly 
here on Earth, or that its Light will go out, as 
ſome Infidels ſeem to imagine, like the Snuff 
of a Candle; or that any Triumph, or Vic- 
| tory can poſſibly fall to the Share of Infidelity, 36 
in bearing down Chriſtianity : There is no 
Foundation to think that of Chriſtianity, from 
what is revealed in Holy Scripture. of its laſt, 
its lateſt, and its weaked State; for compaſſing 
about of any City, or ſtraitly beſieging it, 
doth not imply a Victory over it; neither doth 
the prophetick Queſtion of our Lord imply an 
Extinction of the Chriſtian Faith, but only 
much Decreaſe, Waveringneſs, and greater Cor- 
ruption therein than ordinary among Men: 
Neither is it only prophetick of this, but a * 
vere Reproof of the wretched Ignorance and 
baſe Ingratitude of Man; and any Apprehen- 


ſion of the Fulneſs of Time of this prophetick _ 
: Queſtion drawing near, ſhould rouſe us up, and 
aanimate us to look to our Ways, and ftand 
to our Duty. The faithful Diſciples of the | 1 25 
bleſſed Jeſus may be of good Cheer upon his 
Account, who hath overcome the World, be- 


mo 
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ing aſſured, that the Powers of Darkneſs can 


have but their Hour. 


If I have not been miſtaken in the Expla- 
nation given of thoſe Words of the Book of 
Revelation, which have been more eſpecially the 
Subject of this Eſſay, but have pointed out ſuch 
| paſt Occurrences in the Courſe of this World 
(rendered through the Fall of Man a World 
of Darkneſs, Miſery and Woe, and appointed, 
through the whole Courſe of it, no otherwiſe 
to Man redeemed from his Fall, than a Place 
of Trial through Dangers, Temptations, and £ 
- Difficulties, leſs or greater, according to the given 
Times or Circumſtances of the World) as tally 1 
and fall in with what is propheſied concerning 
ſuch Times, then the Concluſion mult be plain- 
ly obvious, © how that Part of that Space of 
* Time which was determined by Almighty 5 
cc God, and revealed, or propheſied of by mm 
Word, to be after the Millennium, or fifth 
"x6 Monarchy, and before the End of the World, 
« js, at this Time, paſt and gone.” I would 
not have any one give ſoon into any Opinion, oY 
that II have advanced relating hereto, for no Pro- 
| phecy of the Scripture is of any private Inter- 
72 pretation; z; yet, let no! Man affect a Elindneſs and 
an Inſenſibility at extraordinary Events. Let the 
beſt Obſervation and Reflection on what 18 paſt, 1 
that any Man can make, and His moſt diligent 
ſearching the holy Scriptures, as far as he is en- 


abled, and a careful Ule of all Means of Know- 


. ” ledge 
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5 leg e of his Will, that God Ru appointed and g1V- 
en, determine his Opinion herein, avoiding the be- 
ing hurried away with the Stream and Current of 

adegenerate World, ſeeking thoſe Circumſtances 
Of Life, and the Grace of that Temper, and State 


of Mind, that will beſt enable him to hear the -Þ 


Voice of God, in what he hath revealed in the 
| Goſpel of his heavenly Kingdom, granted to fallen 
Man, through the Mediation of his only Son. 
But, if I ſhould be found to be entirely miſtaken 


in what I have advanced, concerning the preſent — 


Period of theſe laſt Days, or Days of the Goſ- 
pel, with which Miſtake, a great Part of this 


ws Eſſay muſt fall; yet, at I ſhould prove only 


any how . ee in removing ſome of that 


0 Heap of Rubbiſh, which a Set of * Magnifiers — 
and Miſrepreſenters of the Knowledge or Law 


of our fallen Nature, have raiſed, in "dire Op- 
poſition to God's holy Word, and from whence 
modern Infidels, taking their Stand, aim to fling 


their Dirt at the holy Scripture, I ſhall not think | 

as Time I have applied, and the Pains I have | 
taken in compoſing this Eſſay, miſapplied nt 
loft. I am very ſenfible, that there is an 0b 


. jection to what hath been advanced ready at | 


the Tongue's End of many, hard and difficult . 
to be removed and en over : vet, T1 appre- 
85 hend 1 


* The 3 Dr. Clarke bs no Means kept clear of this | 
falſe Doctrine, but led Men off from the Light of the Gof- 


pel, by his Doctrine of Moral Aptitude, Nature, Relation, | 


da- Vitneſt of Tos aud the like e Dcctrine. 


25) 


hend it to be ſo, only by reaſon of Man's ſo 
perverſely now giving into the wretched Pride, 
Preſumption, and Arrogance that the Fall of 
Man degraded him to; which makes Men ſo 
to deſpiſe others, and truſt in themſelves, and 
renders them fo averſe to the Truths revealed 
in holy Scripture, concerning the Nature of this 
World, and the State of Man, and the Terms 
of his Redemption and Salvation. The Ob- 
jection is this, that, in order to ſupport what | 
| hath been ſaid in making the Millennium, or 
fifth Monarchy ſoon to ſucceed or follow the Se 
| | Roman Empire or fourth Monarchy, like as that 
and the other three Monarchies, propheſied of: 
by Daniel, did one another, is a making the Mil- = 
lennium, that Reign of Saints or Chriſtians, to 
fall in at a Time, during which there hath been 
much Superſtition, Error, and much uſurped 
Power, with what is inevitably attending, and 
conſequent on all uſurped Power, an ill Admini- 
ſtiration of it. Such hath been the conſtant 
State of Popery; yet, not to believe but that 
| there have been ſome good Biſhops of Rome, 
among all the Succeſſors of St. Peter in that 
Z altogether inconſiſtent with Charity; 
8 they have been Part good, Part bad; the far 
greater Part bad, according to the Conrls: of ; 
this dark, corrupt, and degenerate World. In 
the Articles of the Church of England, this is 
ſet forth of the Church of Rome, that, as the 
Church of een Alexandria, and Anti- 
VVVVVVoÿ och 
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* gh, have erred, fo alſo the Church of Rome 
« hath erred; not only in their Living, and Man- 
L. ner of Ceremonies, but alſo in Matter of 


« Faith.“ But, farther, this ſeemeth nowiſe in- 


conſiſtent with God's Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
Providence, in directing the Courſe of this dark 
World, and bringing it on to its End; that as 
the fifth Monarchy, or Reign of Saints, or Chriſ- 
tians, was to end after a Thouſand Years, and 
that Chriſtianity ſhould not be received after 
that Time, as it was during that Space of a 
Thouſand Vears; to think that Error caſt and 
mingled with the very Frame and Conſtitution oY 
of the afth Monarchy (like Diſeaſes, or Weak- | 
neſs, which deſtroys at laſt the human Body) = 
did grow with its Growth, till grown to that 
enormous Size it was, it brought on the much- 
needed Reſormation of Religion: But Refor- 
mation in Religion can be only founded on — * 
the Truths revealed in Hoh 7 Scripture, and be 
promoted and carried on by the Means there 
preſcribed and commanded ; and from which, 
as Men do turn away, they will grow but more 
deformed, from bad to worſe, from Popiſh Dark- _ 
neſs, Superſtition, Tyr anny, : and Slavery, to Ma- 
fometan, and will endeavour to ſuppreſs, Maho- . 
nmel like, either openly or covertly, the Liberty 
of the Preſs, that Means of Knowledge, at a 2 
Time when Licentiouſneſs therein, and vile 172 
and corrupt Proſtitution thereof, hath caſt a 
Cloyd of Darkneſs on all Virtue and Religion. 


What» : 


(7) 


Whatever Lies * and Vanities, whatever Errors 

and Darkneſs, whether paſt in any Age or preſent, 
we find among the Sons of Men, let God be true, 

let not the Hard- heartedneſs and Unbelief of Men, 
were they far more numerous than they are, in 


the leaſt make the Faith of God of no effect to us. 


It is ſufficient to convince us, that God will 
001 aſſuredly vindicate the Truth of his re- 
vealed Word in his due Time, as to the re- 


maining Part of What is to come of Chriſtianity 


here on Earth, as well as he hath fulfilled his 
Om Word as to that which is already paſt; and let 
E receive the Prophecies of the Book of Reve- 
1 lation, as God deſigned them; not to gratify 7 
Men's Curioſities, by enabling them to foretell 
Things, but that after they were fulfilled, they 5 
ſhould be interpreted by the Event, and thus be 
a a moſt clear and convincing Proof, that the Courſe 
of the World is directed by his Providence, and 
|| that the Appointments of his Providence are 
EE written in Holy Scripture. _ 
| The Events in the Church of Chriſt, prop he. | 
fied of 1 in God's Word, and which I hold to 
have come to paſs, afford indeed no very com- 
fortable Proſpect of theſe our Days. The Duty e 
aw. would now remind of is this, to reſiſt the 
| Evil that doth occur with its contrary Good, 
BY ſubmitting. unto the Will of God Almighty 
moſt Righteous, Wiſe and Good, not only in 
„ all Reſignation and Patience, but with Com- 8 


8 
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fort and in joyful Hope: and this is a general Duty 
at all Times ſtrictly incumbent on us, as our 
Life in this World is appointed but a State of i 
Trial and Paſſage thro' great Dangers and Diffi- 
culties, of which we ſtand forewarned, and the 
| Conſequence of our acting our i Part in this State, ; 
or the declining our Buty moſt clearly ſet be- 
fore us who are under the Goſpel. What Duty 
zs incumbent at preſent on us, let the Evidence 
of Facts, and thereon the Conviction of our 


own Conſcience, determine. We muſt be moſt 


devoted Servants of the preſent Times of this 
World, not to own them to be ſuch, that a Be- 
| haviour in a Chriſtian that beſpeaks a Careleſs- 
neſs and Indifference of a Gallio, or of a luke- 


warm Laodicean, | is altogether inexcuſable now; 3 


5 for the Attacks that have been lately carried on [ 
- againſt the Chriſtian Religion, have not been in | 

Points * indifferent, but in Points fundamental, CLE 
and of Subſtance in Religion, ſtriking at the 

very Root thereof, being either flatly contra- | 
dictory to the Heavenly Doctrine of our Lord 


and Saviour * 7 Teſus Chrijt, or a groſs Inſult on him 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. Therefore 
let us ſtrive together for the Faith of the Goſpel 1 
M the manner we are therein 4 53 commanded, as ; 
the only Way that we can poſſibly do good to our- 
ſelves or the Cauſe of Religion : And thus act- 
ing, v we need 1 not be terr rified by any Oppoſition 


. „ See Lord Bacon s ET the 3d of Vai in Religion. 


<4 Phil. i. 27. 
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we ſee raiſed by the Adverſaries of our Faith. 
From what hath paſſed, it is not to be expected 
that the proud Scholar, to whoſe Conceit the 


Power and Wiſdom of God in Man's Rede mp- 


tion appear Fooliſhneſs, ſhould any longer be a diſ- 
aguiſed and ſecret, or the only Enemy thereof, 
but we muſt expect frequently to meet with _ 
open and blaſphemous Attacks from the grofſeſt 
and boldeſt Ignorance, as well as from the Craf- 


ty and Subtile : this is a Truth not unexperienced 5 


by ſome, tho their Affairs and Buſineſs draw 
them not to ſuch Places, where the moſt fre- 
8 quent Inſtances hereof are to be met with; as un- 
wiſe and imprudent Attempts to vindicate the 
Truths of our Holy Religion, muſt prove but a 
| caſting thoſe bleſſed Truths before its Adver- 
ſaries, to be further trampled on by them. Hear 
the Apoſtle St. * Peters Char ge to us, which is 
- this be rea ady always to give an Anſwer . 
85 every Man, that aſketh you a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in you with Fear and Meekneſs,” 
18 If Men obſerved this Direction and Command, 5 
much of that Diſcourſe which they are wont to 
{ have with Apoſtates and Tnfidels would be avoid. 
ee, for their Queſtions are generally quite of a- 
= | nother ſort than that which the Apoſtle directs 
us to give an Anſwer to, not being anywiſe any 
+: Object of Hope, and which they urge too at 


very improper and unſcaſonable Times, ſhewing ” 


thereby that they ſeek not any Steadineſs or 


Scttledneſs 3 in Principles of Truth, but vent by 5 


VN N 1 Epiſt. ne . „„ vain 


\ 


e 
vain Conteſts, Diſputes and Wranglings for what 
is floating on their Brain, and which aboundeth 


there too much to be contained with Eaſe. A 


late good and pious Prelate * ſpeaking to this 
Point, obſerves that © the general Evidence of 
| uE. Religion i is complex and various, and that it 
« confiſts of a long Series of Things, one pre- 


b  paratory to and confirming another from the 


"he. very Beginning of the World to the preſent 
Time; and ſays © it is eaſy to ſee how im- 

poſſible it muſt be in a curſory Converſation 
to unite all this in one Argument, and to re- 


* preſent it as it ought; and could it be done, | 


c how utterly indiſpoſed People would be to at- 
tend to it in a curſory Converſation. = 
It is impoſlible that Offences ſhould not come 


5 in this World; it is impoſſible too, for a good = 


Man to ſee them without Concern, eſpecially 5 
. when they are of that Sort, that they are a De- 


nial of our Lord that bought us; and many are 


ſeen to follow this, and the Way of Truth to 5 
be moſt ſcandalouſly evil ſpoken of; and none of 


thoſe Means, which our Lord and Saviour, and 2 


his Apoſtles, commanded Trial, in order to put 


— 2 Stop hereto; this a Man will ſee with Con- 
Cern, in proportion as he loves and values the | 
Chriſtian Religion: And Arguments againſt the 
Spiritual Power, and Government of the Church, 
„ a Arguments good only againſt Abuſe and Ex- | 


cels | herein 3 which, indeed, in Proceſs of Time, 


grew | 


Ehe late noc of Durham, i in his Charge in the Year 


1751. 


4; 4 
grew to be exceeding oreat : But the Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church hath always been ob- 
ſervant of our Lord's Commands herein, ſen- 
fible that, © the Victory that overcometh the 
World is our Faith;” a Truth, not only in 
5 reſpect of particular Members of the Church of _ 


Chriſt, but in regard to the Church itſelf, And 
1t was a Creed, or Syſtem of Faith, built on the © 


* Foundation laid, ſolemnly agreed on, and en- 


5 acted by a Synod of a tional Church, or of a 


general Council (as the Caſe required) that did 
_enable the Primitive, Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church of Chriſt, to ſubſiſt in the World a So- 
ciety, notwithſtanding the Oppoſitions * then 

met with. A bad Society may be upheld, mere- 


If by Dint of Force ; nay, it cannot be upheld 


otherwiſe ; But this is equally true, that the beſt : 
of Societies can no more ſubſiſt, and be pre- 


ſerved, without ſettled and known Terms of its 


- Communion, and the rejecting thoſe who will 
not obſerve them, than under equal, co-ordi- 


nate, or no Powers: It is certainl; thus in the 5 
Church; and, to this Purpoſe, the Apoſtles 


Creed was compiled very early in the Church, 


5 ſoon aſt rer the Apoſtles Time, in order. to reject 
ſuch Herefies as had then been brought! in. And 


though this is not a Remedy beyond Poſlibility 


-— Error; y vet it is the Remedy our Lord, who 
| would not have the Members of his Chu: ich 


1 Cor, "el | 


= toſſed 5 
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| toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
Wind of Doctrine, hath provided, appointed, 
and commanded; and Recourſe may be had 5 
thereto, and ought ſo to be, as often as there is 
found Neceſſity and Occaſion for ſo doing. No 
National Chuch can long ſubſiſt, and be pre- 
ſerved, without obſerving the Order and G0 
vernment that is appointed for its Preſervation; 1 
and its Enemies, were they not in a violent 
Hurry for its Ruin, need not wiſh it to be in 


a worſe Situation, than when the ſpiritual Au- 


hority of its Rulers is ſo weakened, perverted, : 

and confounded, ſo neglected, deſpiſed and de- 

nied, that no * final Determination m Matters 

| ſpiritual, Matters relating to the Duty and Of- 
fſice of a Miniſter, can be come at, except it be 1 
1 againſt the Miniſters of the Goſpel. God! (faith 

St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. ) «ig not the God of 

Ei Confuſion, but of Peace, in all Churches of the 
_ * Saints,” Very frequent, moſt clear and dire& 
0 are the Paſſages of the New Teſtament, which 
Hs point out the Duties, Rights, and Authorities, 
3 that chere relatively and naturally are e between the 


5 Mi- . 


* Wow A | Miniſter of a | Pariſh Suden to 2 any Act, 


in order to ſupport the Right of that which is committed to 
5 Charge, and, in ſuch Caſe, Articles were exhibited againſt 
him in the Commons; ; the Perſon exibiting ſuch Articles, 
and removing the Cauſe from Court to Court, thereupon 
funding the Judgment of theſe Courts againſt him, may at 
_ Taft get a Prohibition from the Civil Courts, to ſtop his 
own Proceedings in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and bring the 
Cauſe on into the Common Law Courts: In ſuch Caſe, a 


Migifter is far more liable to be teaſed and harraſſed, if be 1 is | 


rigs than if he! ls nulfaKen, and 1 in the Wrong. 


„„ 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and thoſe to whom it is 


adminiſtered, and how publick Errors, Offences, © 

and Scandals in the Church, are to be remedied. 

The learned and judicious Barrow, in his Ser- 
maons of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and 


. Governors, moſt plainly demonſtrating the Ne- 


ceſſity of Eccleſiaſtical Government under Epiſ- 


8 3 copacy, clearly proving its Appointment from 


Holy Scripture, ſays, * How otherwiſe is it 
« imaginable, that the Churches, founded by 


( the Apoſtles in ſeveral moſt diſtant and diſ- 


joined Places (at Feruſalem, at Antioch, at 
Alexandria, at Epheſus, at Corinth, at Rome 
« ſhould preſently conſpire in Acknowledgment 
and Uſe of it? How could it be admitted, 
N without conſiderable Oppoſition, if it were 
„ not in the F oundation of thoſe Churches laid 155 
by the Apoſtles?” As ſoon as Calviniſtical, or 
1 Preſbyterian Principles, met with Reception and _ 
Countenance, they ſtopped all Reformation, and 
brought on wretched Confuſion, by inverting | 
and annulling this appointed Order and Govern- 
ment in the Church of Chriſt; and, ever ſince/, 
5 the Church hath been breaking up, torn to 
pieces by numberleſs Sects of Hereſies; and is, 
at laſt, in Appearance, Juſt ready to crumble 
into nothing: Now no more a large Building, 
ſitly framed, and adhering in its Parts; weak- 
ETA ened and reduced it may, it muſt be, by the 


2 Barrou's Sermons, XXIV, Page 27 3. 
> MS I 


1 do ſuch Buſineſs, 
N Orders as are neceſſary for the ſubſiſting of that 


8 (684) 
Reception of ſuch Principles but fall or end, 


it cannot but with the End of theſe laſt Days. 


Sects may be ſupported for a little while, with- 


out obſerving any Appointment of Order and | 


Government, "but no Corporation or Society can 


poſlibly thus ſubſiſt : If we look into the Sects 
of Diſſenters from the Church, we ſhall ſee that 
they have been forced to borrow ſomewhat 


from the appointed Government of the Church; 
the Truth of this we may ſee in a Sect, prepoſ- 


terouſly now pretending, and affecting to be mi- 
raculouſly inſpired and who, upon account of 
their refuſing the two Sacraments, inſtituted by 
our Lord, cannot be taken among the Number of 


” _ Chriſtians ; ; neither do they profeſs, or call them- 


ſelves Chriſtians; yet, by reaſon that they imitate 
the appointed Church Government among the 


whole Members of their Sect, and often (annual- 


ly) hold a ſolemn Aſſembly, or Convocation *, to 
to make ſuch Regulations ey 


Sect, in which ſome muſt preſide, and there be a 
- Kind of temporary Biſhops. We ſee by fath 
Means that they have long ſubſiſted, notwith- 


Low ſtanding the flagrant Extravagancy of their hetero- 
dox Opinions, and ef their conceited miraculous 


Inſpirati ation we may leo from ſuch Inſtances, how 


greatly 


* | Tho Church of this Land can no more e ſubſiſt without 
the Convocation's ſometimes meeting, fitting, and acting by, 


and under the King's Authority, than the State of this Land 


f 


can ſubſiſt without the Parliament's ſometimes meeting, ſit- 


ting, and ang . and under the King's Authority. 
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e nxcuſe ſuch in us, or ſhould betray us into a Ne- 
Alect of what is ours, or into an unſcemly Diſ- 
charge of it, unworthy of a Chriſtian, when God 
affords us Opportunity, and ſo calls us thereto; in 
[= whoſe Sight the faithful and ſubmiſſive Service 8 
the loweſt of his Servants is as acceptable " 0 
that of the higheſt, and whoſe. omnipotent 25 
Hand is often ſeen to direct it to the greateſt 
105 Purpoſes. All Prophecies given us in God' IP 
revealed Will, of any more hard and difficult 
: Times than uſualf in the Courſe of this World, 
were ever given to forewarn Men to be more 
careful of their Ways, to call them to a more 
* ſtrict Diſcharge of their Duty, requiring them 
to ſeek Aid from God, to confide in his Care, 5 
Protection and Providence; ſubmitting „„ 
Will, as to what Way he, in his Truth and Faith _ 
fulneſs, ſhall make for them to eſcape. And thus 
let us receive and make this Uſe of the laſt Pro- 
phecy en, of what is Jer to come, our Lord's 
ei dae 
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greatly intereſting the Welfare of Chriſtianity, the 
Obſervance of its appointed Government is. We 
are not indeed with an implicit Faith and blind 
Obedience to obey in all Things our Rulers and 
Governors, whether Spiritual or Civil; yet al! 
the Cautions given us in Holy Scripture, all the : 
Reſtrictions and Limitations there enjoined us 
will at no Time juſtify an unſeemly Behaviour 

1 in us towards them; we are therein informed that 


no Abuſes of others! in their Duty and Station, will 


e 


h i - 5" I 
F 
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lf coming in Glory to judge the Quick and Dead, 
$1 and avoid the Guilt and Miſery thatithe Double- 
| minded and Wavering, thro their F carfulneſs and 
| 4 Unbelief, will involve themſelves in, who leeking 
do fave Life will loſe it, and increaſe their Dam- _ 
nation, by an inordinate and immoderate Care 
for the Things and Pleaſures of this Life. And 
F ncoyu let not any one, whom Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and of his only Son our Lord and _ 
i Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Love of Man and a conſcien- 


_ tious Diſcharge of his Duty, ſhall make watch- 
ful, and to endeavour to ſtrengthen what re- 
mains of the Chriſtian Faith, in a Country 
1 where it ſeems ready to die, think any hard and 
3 RES ungrateful Return he meets with any Thing — 
| ſtrange: for the Church of Laodicea will not 
V ſound to be the only Church boaſting its 
Riches, Increaſe, and its having need of nothing, 
. a Time when it is become Wretched, M. her- 
Wo — - Poer, Blind, and Naked. What Strength can 
 ., there be in any national Church, let it be the 
Y moſt Reformed of any on Earth, as to its Con- 
tinuance, where there is this Defect in it, that 1 
the ſacred Office and Order of Deacons, an Order F 
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1 | 5 1 appointed ® in the moſt ſolemn Manner, by the [ 
3/3 Holy Apoſtles themſelves, and which for ſeveral 
A ͤges proved, and continued a Bleſſing to the 


Poor, by humanely and kindly treating them, 
in the Support and: Maintenance of them, the 3 
3 Buſineſs over which they were appointed, and 
ordained, q 
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(9. 
1 A ordained, was never taken into that Church, no 
Remains of ſuch an inſtituted Order, but the 
bare and naked Name, to remedy this Defect 
ſince the Diſſolution thereof? There have indeed 
been many Propoſals, Attempts and Endeavours, 
made by good and ſenfible Men, as many wild 
aand imaginary Schemes and Projects propoſed by 
bad and weak Men, and ſome moſt ſhocking 
3 Means, as ſhocking as thoſe, which are uſed in 
ſome Places for the maintaining of the Poor. 
The Errors and Exceſſes of the Church /of 
Rome, were at the Time of the Reformation 
grown to ſuch an enormous and extravagant 
Height, fo groſs, ſcandalous and offenſive, that 
— Men generally were ſo hurried and tranſported 1 
Z to reform them, that it was with a Zeal in ſome 
t Reſpects, that was without Knowledge, as in 
S , this Reſpect, and in reſpect of the appointed Go- 
 % vernment of the Church of Chriſt ; and making 
r- no Diſtinction between what was Error and 


an Abuſe, and what is Right and Uſe, pulled down 


he and bore away, not only Errors and Abuſes, but 


n- | the very Baſes and Foundation on which Things 
nat were placed. And the preſent Decreaſe of Chri- 

r | ſtianity is not at all any matter of Surprize in 
| | thoſe Countries, where it thus came to paſs, but 


where it hath been fo long mangled, tore and 
divided in the Manner it muſt be, where there is 
1 wanting that Order, which was appointed by 
” dur 


che contrary, that Chriſtianity ſhould ſtill ſubſiſt,, 


(88 
our Lord, for the Peace and Government of his . 
Church. 
The tyrannick Abuſe of the Church of Rows 7 
herein points out a very inſtructive Leſſon of 
Caution againſt the helliſh Pride, Preſumption | 
and Ambition, Ignorance and Miſery that Man 
was betrayed into, and made liable to thro' his 
Diſobedience and Fall; for if they who ſet out 
right herein, profeſſing, ſtyling and titling 
themſelves the Servants of Men for the Sake of 


Feſus, owning the Laws of the Goſpel for their | 
Direction therein, and putting themſelves under 


the moſt ſolemn Obligation to act accordingly, 
yet in length of Time did turn out ſuch op- 
preſſive Tyrants as they did; if Men did theſe 


Things in a green Tree, what ſhall be done i in 


the dry? what Oppreſſions, what Tyrannies, | 


What unchriſtian Exerciſe of Authority will ſoon 
_ ſpring from Men, where they moſt greedily aa 
pire after and aſſume the moſt abſolute Title, 


” give, and hate thoſe Holy Scriptures which ſhew _ 


hat the moſt” laviſh and abje&t People can 1 


that ſuch Dominion was not given to Man over 
Man, and how that Government Spiritual and © 

Civil is the Ordinance of Almighty God; upon 
whoſe withdrawing his heavenly Influence, Blei. 

ſing and Direction herein from any Nation, and 
leaving them to their own Ways, the Sun or 
Supreme Magiſtrate is darkened, giving no | 


kindly Light or Warmth to the People; the 
Aan or ſubordinate Powers, together with the 
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mitting bloody Acts of Violence. and Inzuſtice, 


h | 925 9 Doers and Sufferers of great Wr ongs and 


Oppr reſſions; and the Stars, or Miniſters of God's 
| Word, fall to "the Ground, become baſe Tools 
and Slaves to the Pride and Ambition of Man, 


_often proſtituting their Sacred and holy Function 


| thereto, ceaſing to ſhine in the Soundneſs and 
Purity of their Doctrine, and in the n 


1 their Lives. How long, and to what Degree, 


before the Time that our Lord ſhall come to judge . 
| quick and dead, any ſuch confuſed and fad State 
| ſhall be ſuffered to prevail in thoſe Parts of the 
World, which once were eminent for their Chriſ- 
tian Piety and Charity, it would be high Preſump- 
tion to pretend to ſay, Surely, by what we all - 
moſt plainly do ſee, if there is anyAnalogy or Con- 
fuormity between the End of the former Days, and 


the End of theſe latter Days, a Truth J appre- 
hend not to be conteſted; we are now evidently 


under more ſtrict Obligation than ordinary, to 


f hold the Faith in the Unity of Spirit, and in 
the Bond of Peace, owning and profeſſing 7 ang 


3 Neceſſity for, and the tranſcendent Wiſdom, and 


ineſtimable Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion of God 


in our Redemption, ſhewing our Chriſtian Bre- 
on theren, from whoſe Errors we are reformed, 
how much more upright than they, we ſtand in 


the Faith of the Bleſſed Jeſus, by our Juſt and 
£8 Works, done, as he commanded, in Faith, 
4 ruth, Thank: and Charity ; ; Tor 19 5 is the Will 
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(8) 
our Lord, for the Peace and Government of his 
Church. 

The tyrannick Abuſe of the Church of Rome 


herein points out a very inſtructive Leſſon of 


Caution againſt the helliſh Pride, Preſumption ä 


and Ambition, Ignorance and Miſery that Man 


was betrayed into, and made liable to thro' his 


Diſobedience and Fall; for if they who ſet out | 

right herein, profeſſing, ſtyling and titling | 
| themſelves the Servants of Men for the Sake of 
FJeſus, owning the Laws of the Goſpel for their 


Direction therein, and putting themſelves under 


the moſt ſolemn Obligation to act accordingly, 
yet in length of Time did turn out ſuch op- 
preſſive Tyrants as they did; if Men did theſe 
Things in a green Tree, That ſhall be done in 
the dry? what Oppreſſions, what Tyrannies, 
hat unchriſtian Exerciſe of Authority will ſoon 
: ſpring from Men, where they moſt greedily af 


pire after and aſſuine the molt abſolute Title, 


that the moſt flaviſh and abject People can 
give, and hate thoſe Holy Scriptures which ſhew 
: that ſach Dominion was not given to Man over 
Man, and how that Government Spiritual and 
Civil is the Ordinance of Almighty God; upon 
Whoſe withdrawing bis heavenly Influcace; Bleſ- 
ſing aud Dire ion! nercin from any Nation, and 


1 „g them to their own Ways, the dun O0 
Supreme: Magiſtrate is darkened, viving no 
kindly Light or Warnath to the People; the 
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Sea or People become Blood, 1 eoilonally com- 


mitting bloody Acts of Violence and Injuſtice, 


and the Doe: s and Sufferers of great Wrongs and 
Oppreſſions; and the Stars, or Miniſters of God's 
Word, fall to the Ground, become baſe Tools 

and Slaves to the Pride and Ambition of Man, 
often proſtituting their Sacred and holy Function 


| thereto, cealing to ſhine in the Soundneſs and 
| Purity of their Doctrine, and in the Innocency 
of their Lives. How long, and to what Degree, 
before the Time that our Lord ſhall come to judge 
15 quick and dead, any ſuch confuſed and fad State 
ſhall be ſuffered to prevail in thoſe Parts of the 
World, which once were eminent for their Chriſ- 
tian Piety and Charity, it would be high Preſump- 
tion to pretend to ſay. Surely, by what we all 
moſt plainly do ſee, if there is anyAnalogy or Con- 
formity between the End of the former Days, and 
EE the End of theſe latter Days, a Truth I appre- 
& hend not to be conteſted ; we are now evidently 
under more ſtrict Obligation than ordinary, to 
hold the Faith in the Unity of Spirit, and in 
5 the Bond of Peace, owning and profeſſing . 
2 Neceſſity for, and the tranſcendent Wiſdom, and _ 
: ineſtimable Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion of God 5 
in our Redemption, ſhewing our Chriſtian Bre- 
3 theren, from whoſe Errors we are reformed, 
| how much more upright than they, we ſtand in 
| the Faith of the Bleſſed Jeſus, by our juſt and 


good Works, done, as he commanded, in Faith, 


7 ruth, Tm and 8 f for ſo is the Will 
: N. of 
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of G04. And God, of his infinite Mercy, give 


us his Grace, that we may be found ſo to have | 


done, worſhipping, and ſerving him in the Pa- 
_ tience and Faith of Saints. And “ the God of 


r Hope fill us with all Joy and Peace, in be- 
C lieving that we may abound in Hope, thro' 


we: the Power of the Loly Ghoſt; and that We, 
e forgetiing and paſſing over in Charity thoſe 
„Things which are behind, gone, and paſt, 


© and reaching forth to tho!e 3 DIVER: which are 


c before, may thus preſs towards the Mark for 


ce the Prize of our high Calling and obtain 


e that Glory and Honour in that ternal Life of 
— Joy, which is prepared for them that love and 


Ie obey God through Jeſus Chriſt, his only 8 Son 
« gur Lord, Mediator, and Redremer:“ To whom, 3 
With the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, Three. 4 
Perſons, One God, be aſcribed all Worſhip, | 


' Praiſe, Glory; Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 


"oth now and for evermore. : Amen, 


. 
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